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A PPG pilot knows that if you get up early enough you’re probably going to get a flight 
somewhere – in this case I was meeting up with a few guys for an early around Yatala in 
Queensland. We have a couple of little launch areas we can use there, but none are what 

you would call fantastic.  Anyway, I arrived at the best of them, a little place we call VIP, to find Grieg 
already there. We threw up a windsock and as if by design, the wind direction could not have been 
worse for that particular launch. After a quick couple of calls to let the others know that we had to 
relocate to the next best option, we were back in our cars for the short journey across to the launch 
that could take an easterly wind direction.

This would be Grieg’s first time at the Skopp’s Road launch and he was naturally apprehensive. 
Once we got there and he saw just how small and crappy 
it is he was even more so… Roger arrived just after I had 
laid out my wing and the three Musketeers (or Stooges) 
were all in attendance and now getting set for a great 
morning flight.

I got away without too much fuss, however, I’m sure 
it didn’t look terrible pretty. As I flew away I was glad 
that no-one had a camera out to take pictures of it. Grieg 
blew a couple of launches before he got away and Roger 
made it look easy – as he usually does. 

Above the cane we were greeted by the most perfect, 
laminar, almost pristine, air that one could imagine. It’s 
days like this that make me glad to be alive, and just a 
little upset that I didn’t take up PPG sooner.

Being wrapped in perfect conditions was all the 
invitation I needed to spend the next hour and half 
kicking the tops of the cane while the three of us cut a 
wide lap around that fantastic part of the great south-
east corner of Queensland. There was no smoke coming 
out of the sugar mill, so I guess we must be in between 

Sometimes things just come together 

in powered paragliding. Last weekend 

was just such an occasion. 

by Grant Cassar

Wrapped In  
Perfect Conditions

crushing seasons. As the sugar mill was unusually quiet on this particular day, we took the opportunity to fly 
directly over the large chimneystack – a first for me. On most other days that chimney would have a massive 
column of steam billowing out of it and it would be the best wind direction indicator in the area.

We all landed uneventfully, but not before Grieg spent about 20 minutes cutting low laps around launch trying 
to get every second out of this fantastic morning. We were full of smiles as we packed our gear away, happy in the 
knowledge that we had done all the flying that was going to be done that day. Little did we know that the coast 
at Bribie Island was readying itself to turn on a magical flying afternoon.

Our mate Chris, who is a bit of an oddity in PPG terms as he is a late riser on weekends, had posted he was up 
for a midday run along the Bribie Island coastline. Roger and Grieg were out as it’s a long way for them to drive. I 
was feeling pretty good about my early and also thinking about giving it a miss, but after some very masculine 
pleading with Mel ‘the retrieve driver’, we were on our way up the coast to Bribie Island.Photo: Chris Allen

Photos: Chris Allen Photos: Roger Ranty

Photo: Roger Ranty

Photo: Roger Ranty

Photo: Chris Allen

Photo: Roger Ranty
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As I had never flow that part of the coast, I started 
got pretty excited as we got closer and was keen as 
mustard to see that stretch of coast. Mel and I arrived at 
the carpark to find Chris already setting up his motor. I 
parked the car and did the same. 

The plan was to launch off the beach and then head 
north to the edge of the controlled airspace around 
Maroochydore. A five-knot southerly was blowing which 
made launching a breeze and had us racing up the coast 
at a great rate of knots. We flew for an hour and a half 
and I don’t think 100m of that was in a straight line: 
Wingovers, U-turns and long foot drags were the order 
of the day. I never seem to get bored with that, no 
matter how many times I’ve done it. A bit of eye candy 
was spread out along the way to keep it interesting and 
more happy beach goers waving than I could count. All in 
all, I had the best time one can in a powered paraglider.

So the final stats were that I flew for three hours 
and 10 minutes over the cane fields of the Gold Coast 
followed by the beach and sun bakers of Bribie Island 
before ending up over the beaches around Caloundra and 
Currimundi. There must have been a hundred wingovers 
and hundreds of metres of foot dragging in there as well, 
but the truth is I wasn’t counting.

A really big thanks to Grieg, Roger and Chris for 
sharing the sky with me on this most perfect of days.

 

Wrapped In  
Perfect Conditions

Wrap-up of the AAA 
Season 2011/2012

by Dave Gibbs and Gareth Carter – Comps committee

The season started as usual with the Canungra 
Cup last October. This comp is well known for its 
reliable XC weather but like anywhere, Canungra is 

just as susceptible to inclement weather. Despite flying 
most days, only three tasks were achieved – which was 
more than enough to find a winner: Congratulations to 
Andrew Horchner (AUS). 

Next round of the Aussie comp season was held 
in our cousin country of New Zealand. About a dozen 
Aussie pilots competed in the Kiwi comp held in Nelson. 
Again, we flew most days and achieved three tasks: 
Well done Felipe (AUS) for winning. We (Australia) also 
won the Tasman Cup – a friendly comp held most years 
between us and the Kiwis. Many thanks to all the Kiwis 
who made us feel very welcome, maybe we can give you 
another jolly good thrashing at the next Canungra Cup! 

The final round of the season 
was located at Corryong, Vic. The 
south of the country has seen far 
dryer conditions compared to mid-
NSW/QLD. The dry weather made 
for some great flying conditions 
and good racy flying. Five very 
good tasks were flown and the 
comp was won by Fred Gungl (AUS). 

Overall a great year of safe 
flying in Australia and New Zealand, 11 scoring tasks, 
one broken ankle, one more serious accident with broken 
shoulder/ribs, two reserve rides resulting in no injuries. 
Serial class was an interesting change, I thought pilots 
tended to stay together a bit more, but still fly as fast 
as possible – make a mistake or get stuck and it was 
very hard to catch the leaders. Whether limiting comps 
to serial only leads to safer comps is debatable, but 
overall many pilots prefer it and the level playing field 
it seems to provide. What happens for the next season 
(a few months away) will no doubt be reviewed. At least 
we have the advantage of viewing how the northern 
hemisphere conduct there competitions. 

We, the comps committee, are already receiving 
applications for next season’s comps and we are hoping 
to see a healthy increase in pilot numbers for Australian 
competitions. Hopefully we can recruit a few new pilots 

from the very popular State of Origin. If you’re a new 
pilot and have a intermediate rating and are interested 
in steepening your XC learning curve, then check out our 
Australian competitions. Many of the events now have 
mentor plans, so you will be well looked after.

Information can be found at [www.
ozparaglidingcomps.com] or keep an eye on the Calendar 
page of SkySailor.

Thank you for supporting Aussie comps. 

 
Overall Top 10 Ladder – 

Australian Championship:
1 Gareth Carter – New Australian champion
2 Fred Gungl  3 Ashley McMillan
4 James Thompson  5  Wesley Manzke
6  Dave Gibbs  7 David Wainwright
8 Felipe Rezende  9 Ian Mcfarlane
10 Ky Wittich

Ladies:
1 Kirsty Withecombe – New Australian Ladies champion
2 Kari Roberson  3 Alison Cawte

Sports Class  Fun Class
Frank Adler  Frank Adler
Ian Ladyman  Ian Ladyman
Alex Yaschenko  Alex Yaschenko

2012
June

Propfest 2012 
8 to 11 June 2012  

– Queen’s Birthday Weekend
The Paradise Flyers are proud to host Propfest 2012 and  
invite all of the ‘motor heads’ to out there to the Helidon 
Golf Course for a Queen’s Birthday Long Weekend of 
flying in the Brisbane Hinterland. This event caters for  
all paramotorists (and wheels bases, if approved); 
powered hang gliders; aerochutists and anyone interested 
in the powered side of our sport. Camping is available 
on site, dinner Saturday night and a weekend’s worth 
of entertainment is all included in the registration fee. 
There is also a lodge on the edge of the golf course, 
however, own arrangements need to be made directly 
with the Helidon Natural Springs Spa Resort Motel  
& 07 46976066 or [www.helidonmotel.com.au]. 
Register via the events page at [www.ppgaustralia.
com] or contact [matthew.fox@tribalflight.com.au]  
or [grantcassar@iinet.net.au] for more details.

September
The Pico Club Flyin 
13 to 16 September 2012

The Pico Annual PPG fly-In is the biggest PPG fly-in in 
Australia. It has been running for 14 years and attracts 

Events Calendar
pilots from all over Australia. Go to [www.thepico.com.au/
upcoming.html] for more information. 

Canungra Hang Gliding Classic  
22 to 29 September 2012

Canungra, QLD. AAA rated. Contact Gabor Sipos & 0402 
826969 or <g_ssipos@yahoo.com.au>.

October
Canungra Cup  
20 to 27 October 2012

Canungra, QLD. AAA rated Cat 2 event. Contact Dave Gibbs 
<davegibbsuphi@yahoo.com.au>.

2013
January

19th FAI World Hang Gliding  
Class 1 Championship 

7 to 17 January 2013
Forbes, NSW. Registration open on 1 April 2012. Registration 
and Opening Ceremony: Saturday 5 January 2013.  
Full practice day: Sunday 6 January. 1st competition 
day: Monday 7 January. Last competition day: Thursday  
17 January. Closing Ceremony: Friday 18 January. There will 
be practice flying from the 1 January to 5 January at a 
cost of A$25 per tow. Organiser: Vicki Cain. Contact: [www.
forbesflatlands.com].

Bright Paragliding Open  
12 to 18 January 2013

Bright, VIC. HGFA AAA, FAI Cat 2. Organiser: Brian Webb & 
0417 530972, email <brianmwebb@alpineinfotech.com.au>, 
[www.brightopen.org].

Corryong Paragliding Open 
20 to 26 January 2013

Corryong, VIC. HGFA AAA, FAI Cat 2. Organiser: Andrew 
Horchner & 0427 807526, email <clearapm@gmail.com> 
[www.corryongopen.com.au].

International events can be  
found at [http://events.fai.org/]

Ky Wittich, Pete  
Bowyer, Mike Brady

Photo: Andrew (Chuckie) Shipley
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Not all pilots are the same, and a sweeping generalisation is not what I intend here; however, the majority of 
paragliding pilots most probably agree that ‘paragliding is addictive’. It takes over your life, in a good way. You 
find yourself checking the weather at work every day to see if it’s flyable in the afternoon locally and every 

Thursday you are on the BOM website seeing where to chase the weather for the weekend. 
It’s a beautiful lifestyle we create for ourselves, discovering different parts of our countryside – inland and 

coastal. Glistening waterways and cliff tops, spectacular views. Country regions filled with horse paddocks (to avoid 
landing in), open spaces, hilly thermal triggers and sparkling billabongs. We wait with friends on launch sites looking 
out at the area we would like to be soaring above, we wait for the wind to pick up or back off and we socialise. 
Tall tales are told of wonderful sites we have flown, eagles we have flown with and distances covered. Then that 
wonderful feeling after setting up, steadily pulling the glider above your head running towards the edge and then 
your feet leave the ground and you soar away from the green grass, dusty turf or rocky outcrop. You float upwards 
(hopefully) and your skills kick in. You soar the ridge line, getting higher and then find your inland thermal. Turning 
into it, you know it will take you on your aviation adventure for the day. The addiction continues as your glider takes 
you higher with each turn. 

As your skills increase your flights are longer and more of your goals come into view. The kilometres tick along 
and your first XC flight of eight kilometres seems so small in comparison to the dozens of kilometres you are 
now crossing. The feeling of arriving at your set destination fuels your adrenaline and makes all the para-waiting 
worthwhile. You can’t wait for the next adventure! Where or when it will be is a yet unknown…

Life ticks along and seasons go by. Spectacular flights stick out in your memory and you continue to crave more 
and chase the weather just as much as when you first flew solo. So when another part of your life catches up with 
your paragliding, and you are 16 weeks pregnant, you have a little pot belly showing and the craving of getting your 
feet off the ground is as overwhelming as the craving for chocolate or ice cream is… what do you do? 

All your non-flying friends have expected you give up flying as soon as you found out you were pregnant – they 
don’t understand the flying addiction you have, so you simply don’t correct them. Your paragliding pilot friends are 
split between those that empathise, they too have children, and those that can’t understand why you aren’t in the 
air. It’s a hard decision to stay on terra firma or launch into the unknown air and hope this isn’t one of those flights 
when the unexpected happens; another pilot accidentally collides into you, or mother nature gets upset and the 
weather dramatically turns on you. 

The decision to keep your feet on the ground, even 
for a short interlude, may seem trivial to some readers, 
but those who have been injured will know what it feels 
like to have the opportunity of the adrenaline release 
taken from you. Even brief skims across the sea breeze 
are no longer an option.

Pregnancy is a magical experience, and creating a 
family fills most of us with joy – if not a little anxiety. 
If only we could have it all and not stop flying! However, 
this may not seem doable.

Pre-Planning
A positive attitude that ‘I will still fly once baby is here’ 
can keep a Mum-to-be sane. Making the inland and 
coastal weekend jaunts away possible, not impossible; 
pre-planning so that erecting a tent at midnight on 
arrival at your chosen flight destination doesn’t send 
you into a hormonal bender. 

The purchase of a camper trailer could reduce the 
stress of camping with kids. It can become the weekend 
‘home’ – a lovely safe haven for baby to escape the 
mosquitoes and heat. Also making arrangements so you 
and your spouse can get up to launch and occasionally 
share air time while knowing that baby is safe and 
entertained. 

As a parent your flying may change, you will probably 
fly more conservatively now that a little person is relying 
on you to come back to them in one piece. Looking at 

a sky you know will be lifty since there is a big storm 
approaching from the north – these days you probably 
won’t take off to head south, running from it… These are 
the flights you just won’t take for some time. There will 
still be plenty of adventures available. 

My advice if anyone says to you, “I’m guessing you’ll 
be selling your gear now you are a Mum?” – just hit that 
person over the back of the head and tell them: “It’s 
not the 1900s anymore, life continues after having a 
family!” And make sure you believe it!  

ad•dic•tive | ə|diktiv | adjective – (of a substance, thing, or activity) 

causing or likely to cause someone to become addicted to it.

by Shanta Woodhall

So... You Want Me To Stop Flying?

To fly or not to fly…
Photo: Shanta Woodhall
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Washing Bag
Photo: Jeff Woodhall

A pregnant Shanta
Photo: Jeff Woodhall
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straight line. We would need a SW wind to help us along. 
We kept a close look on the weather forecast. Thursday 
12 January 2012 looked promising. As we got closer the 
RASP showed good lift starting early, low base though 
and a strong-ish southerly wind easing later in the 
day closer to Forbes. We changed the route. Instead of 
going in a direct line, battling a crosswind all the way, 
we chose to go more north, via Ranking Springs and 
hope the wind would lighten off enough later in the day 
to track into Forbes from a more westerly direction. It 
increased the distance 
to over 500km, but we 
considered it a better 
chance of success.

It was my turn to 
fly, Peter followed in 
the car with the trailer. 

I took off at 11:30am. The lift was not that strong 
yet, but I had clouds to help me along, though base 
was only just 4000ft. After the first hour, the clouds 
disappeared, there was an inversion limiting the height 
to 4500 to 5000ft. I was making good progress, but 
needed to speed up. I still only got to 5000ft and the 
lift was not that strong. The wind pushed from the 
south at 20 to 30km/h. As hard as I tried I could not 
make up time, even though later in the day I managed 
to get to 6500ft. Finally, I ran out of daylight. I landed at 

After brushing up on our gliding skills, we started 
flying the Archaeopteryx. As it flies much slower than 
a glider, it is much easier to take off and land. A few 
flights and we got quite familiar with it, and of course 
the urge to leave the vicinity of the airfield grew with 
every flight. 

The first attempt came at Easter 2011. The Birchip 
comp was on. I took off from Boort, flew across to the 
Birchip comp paddock and from there the course for the 
day: 142km in late autumn, cross/headwind on the first 
leg and I made it! I was totally excited with the potential 
this glider offered. Peter repeated the same thing the 
next day.

Winter had us flying closer to home. Though it was 
amazing in how little lift this thing could stay up – two 
to three hour flights in mid-winter – we mostly landed 
because we got too cold.

With the atart of spring, some serious planning 
went into our flying. It was only September, the days 
still quite short, but we managed quite a few triangles 
of 100 to 150km. 

We aimed for a 200km FAI triangle. The prediction 
for the day looked promising, though base was to start 
low at about 3000ft, lifting through the day to 4500ft. 
I had a go anyway. Needless to say, I never made it to 
the part of the day with 4500ft base. I bombed out 
just before the first turnpoint. The day had very strong 
lift and as it happened, also pretty strong sink. Hitting 
that sink at 2000ft doesn’t give you too many options. 
Regardless how good your machine is!

However, it did not take long and the 200km triangle 
was in the bag, we flew it a few times with variations. 
Straight away the bar got lifted to the 300km mark. I got 
it on the last day in 2011: a 330km FAI triangle. Probably 
the perfect day for it – high base, strong lift, very light 
wind. Landing back at where I left from over seven hours 
earlier was a fantastic feeling!

All we really achieved is to wonder how much further 
we could go. We toyed with the idea to fly from Boort 
to Forbes, while the Pre-worlds were on: 489km in a 

We received our Archaeopteryx just over a year ago. We, 
that is Peter my husband and myself, Marlies Eicher. 

Originally from Switzerland, we came to Australia 
in 1988 for two years and got stuck. We now live in Boort, a small 
country town in Central Victoria. We have been hang gliding for over 
25 years and we have got an Outback trike set up for aerotowing. 
The airfield is five minutes from our house. 

Over the years we dabbled in gliding a bit, going solo and also 
flying single-seaters, but never managed to maintain currency. A 
few years ago, while back in Switzerland visiting family, Walter, an 
old hang gliding friend, introduced us to the Archaeopteryx. At the 
time it was a prototype. The guy who built it flew a lot in the area, 
which is shared by hang gliders, paragliders and gliders. Walter 
was very exited how this guy consistently stayed up long after 
every other soaring aircraft had to land. From there, we followed its 
progress from prototype to serial production and here we are with 
serial number 1.

Going XC in the Archaeopteryx
“Is this an article about Dinosaurs?” Probably right the opposite: The Archaeopteryx* is only 

named after the first known bird; it really is a high tech machine. Though it looks like a glider, 

it is actually a hang glider. Weighing less than 60kg and with a stall speed as low as any hang 

glider, it is foot launchable and falls into FAI Class 2, governed by the HGFA. 

by Marlies Eicher

* If you want to know more about the Archaeopteryx, 
check it out under [www.archaeopteryx.ch].

Marlies Eicher flying in Boort, winter 2011
Photo: Don Rottman

Ready for towing, Mt Beauty, January 2012 at RTS

The Yando toys: Archeopteryx, Goat and trike

Flying in the Mallee, February 2012 Photos: Peter Eicher

Ready for another flight at Yando airfield, Boort
Photo: Peter Eicher

Archaeopteryx and trike over Big Lake Boort, January 2011
Photo: Alan Beavis

June | July 2012



10 SKYSAILOR June | July 2012 June | July 2012  SKYSAILOR 11

8:25pm, 27km short of the Forbes airfield, 483km from 
Boort [www.onlinecontest.org/olc-2.0/para/flightinfo.
html?dsId=2191521].

Back home we pondered what could have been. All it 
needed was the wind further to the south-west, slightly 
stronger lift or base a bit higher… Imagine all those 
coming together!

Background From Peter
For us (Marlies and I) this glider has been a long-term 
dream. We have been following the development for 
quite a few years. 

Roger Ruppert, the designer, is an aircraft engineer 
specialising in composite materials. He designed the 
Archaeopteryx as part of his bachelor project, and after 
graduation he was offered a master degree to build a 
prototype of the Archaeopteryx. Not a bad thing to be 
offered. The building process was very successful and 
Roger flew the prototype for approximately three years 
before he ventured out to build a serial version of his 

glider. From the background of his father’s business 
of producing composite components for aircrafts such 
as the Airbus or Pilatus PC 12, he had the necessary 
know-how in house to complete this task and produce a 
product of highest quality and integrity, manufactured 
to perfection.

Marlies and I have been living in Boort, Victoria, were 
we moved with family a few years ago to develop an 
olive grove and have some more opportunities to fly. 
We can utilise a nearby private airfield where we have 
our trike and hang gliders hangared. The launch method 
we use exclusively is aerotowing. There is no difference 
in aerotowing this aircraft to a hang glider. We are 
using the same weak link and tow speed. However, 
the control over the glider is much better due to the 
aerodynamic control surfaces. The best performance is 
28:1 at around 62km/h and 5:1 with full flaps. Minimum 
speed is 30km/h and VNE is 130km/h with rough air 
speed of 100km/h.

Having to look after the farm and having kids who 
are still at school, retrieving the hang glider pilot was 
sometimes inconvenient. The Archaeopteryx gives us 
the opportunity to fly triangles and out and returns 
on most days. We can be airborne in less than an hour 
from leaving the house. Twenty minutes after the tow, 
the tow pilot is back at the farm doing whatever task 
s/he wanted to do, until hours later when s/he will hear 
on the radio that the other is coming in to land at the 
airfield. A quick trip to the hangar to pack up the glider 
and store it securely in the custom-built trailer and a few 
minutes later we are both back at the house. 

Since late January 2011 we have done 54 flight with 
a total of 192 hours and flown 6400km. Would we buy 
it again? Absolutely! 

Watch Roger foot launch the Archaeopteryx at Bright 
[www.youtube.com/watch?v=_LdK-M07cck].

Peter Eicher ready for launch
Photo: Don Rottman

Going XC in the Archaeopteryx

Pilots Phil Schroeder, Grant Heany, Alan Beavis and Marlies Eicher towed by Airborne Outback 582 in their planes: 
Moyes Litespeed RS, Swift Light, Archaeopteryx, Goat.

Photo: Peter Eicher

With the opportunity to tell my 
story anonymously, I thought I 
should share with everyone my 

two close calls involving unplanned reserve 
deployments in the hope that lessons can 
be learnt.

The first incident happened on a local 
coastal site a few years ago. In hindsight 
everything was wrong from the start. I 
headed off to the beach with a non-flying 
mate. My harness was not packed away 
in my backpack (first mistake), I travelled 
in my mate’s car and let him load and 
unload my kit (second mistake) and, full 

of enthusiasm, I set up and launched in a hurry (third 
mistake).

After several top landings, with some ground 
handling in between, I launch again only to fly about 
five metres away and up before being jerked violently 
backwards and then down into the, luckily, soft bushes 
below launch. In total confusion, I looked back to 
see a big white fluffy thing teasing me from behind! 
Thankfully the only injury was to my pride and ego.

My harness at the time had a big pink reserve handle – 
a good place to pick up the harness to the untrained eye!

The second incident happen about six months later 
with a new harness, flying another local coastal site. 

After launching and soaring for a few minutes, I 
applied my speedbar. As I did, I felt unusual pressure 
which released with a little more effort – thinking this 
strange I nevertheless continued to fly.

A few seconds later out of the corner of my eye I saw 
my reserve slowly falling out. Luckily I managed to grab 
hold of it with both hands while desperately weight-
shifting away from the ridge. I clutched the reserve like 
it was a small child and weightshifted all the way to a 
safe landing. An investigation upon landing revealed I’d 
somehow managed to loop the speedbar line around my 
reserve handle.

Without doubt, both these incidents could have had 
severe or even fatal consequences had the reserves fully 
deployed at a less forgiving time. The lesson here for 
myself and everyone – from beginner to veteran (I had 
at least 10 years and over 2000 hours at the time) is 
simple: Always Pre-Flight Check Before Every Flight!

If it’s possible to take a positive from all of this it 
was nice to see how quickly and cleanly my reserve did 
deploy – I must thank my re-packer for an excellent job!
 

In this column anyone can own up to their pear-shaped 

flying moments anonymously if they wish. Of course, pilots 

should still log all incidents via the HGFA IRIS system, but 

some ‘close shaves’ might warrant sharing with a wider  

audience – as a precautionary lesson to others.
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and included the magnificent views of the Coorong and 
the Younghusband Peninsula – a magnificent coastal 
area leading up to Lake Albert and Lake Alexandrina. 

Approximately halfway through the flight, Russell 
Purdy and I decided to drop in and meet a couple of 
local sheep farmers about 30nm north of Kingston. This 
enabled us to refuel the thirsty two-stroke, get a quick 
bite to eat and a rest. The paddocks here were very dry 
as this region had not had much rainfall and food was 
being brought in for the sheep. 

After gassing up the trikes, we said our good-byes and 
headed up the coast to Meningie. There we met up with a 
few other trikes for the last leg into Goolwa. The town of 
Goolwa was an expanse of waterways and large houses 
with each one trying to get a prime spot on the edge of 
the water. The town has had a lot of development and 
would be home to us for the next three days.

Day 4: Train trip to Victor Harbor
No flying today while we enjoyed a train trip south-west 
to Victor Harbor and a day of walking around the town’s 
places of interest. 

Day 5: Goolwa to Kangaroo Island (Kingscote)  
to Aldinga to Strathalbyn to Goolwa.  
Distance estimate 150nm (278km)
Last night, Ian Willis offered me a ride in the back seat of 
his XT912 Streak III to Kangaroo Island. This was a great 
opportunity to explore this great island off the South 
Australian mainland. 

We departed Goolwa and tracked via Victor Harbor 
on our way to Cape Jervis. There was a small bushfire 
burning here for the last couple of days and one water 
bombing aircraft was still operating on the fire with 
one spotter aircraft overhead. The flight across the 
Backstairs Passage was interesting. I had never flown in 
a trike over 15km of ocean before but the 912XT gives 
a lot of confidence even though we wore compulsory life 
jackets for the trip. 

We arrived over Kangaroo Island along with several 
other trikes and microlights. Ian and I stopped off at a 
private strip owned by a friend of Ian’s – a huge property 
with five runways and a very friendly farmer. We flew 
over to Kingscote and joined other pilots for a quick stop 
before continuing around the island. The coastal waters 
were pristine clear and blue. 

In the afternoon we headed back across the ocean, 
north-east to the town of Aldinga, about 40km south 
of Adelaide. Aldinga airport is quite busy due to its 
proximity to the capital. It makes a great place to stop 
for lunch. After recharging our stomachs, we flew east 
to Strathalbyn and then back to Goolwa. The day’s flying 
was the highlight of the trip due to the great views we 
had of the island and coastal region.

Day 6: Goolwa to Loxton to Wentworth.  
Distance 175nm (324km)
Day 6 would be another great day in the sky as we had 
to cover 175nm. My two-stroke 582 trike trims around 
48kt, so the flight time would be nearly four hours. 

The first leg of the day was Goolwa to Loxton. We 
tracked north-east past Lake Alexandrina to our right 

and Murray Bridge on our left. Due to the distance and 
speed difference to the XT912’s, I checked the winds 
at altitude and found a 20 to 25kt tailwind at 6,500ft 
which enabled me to keep pace with the faster 912 
powered trikes as well as being able to make Loxton 
without a fuel stop. 

After some lunch, the flight to Wentworth was 
conducted in very thermic conditions. After launching at 
Loxton at about 1,000ft, I flew into a massive thermal 
and circled to gain another 2,500ft before heading off to 
Wentworth. Most pilots flew high to get some smoother 
air. The thermals provided some free altitude by slowing 
the trike while transiting through the lift. The VIC/SA 
border is very well defined from the air. The SA side is 
cleared farmland and VIC side is dense bushland. We flew 
north-east over the Stuart Highway and into Wentworth 
on the Murray River. The day provided 3.5 hours of scenic 
airtime.

Day 7: Wentworth to Balranald to Hay.  
Distance 152nm (281km)
This was another long day in the sky. The wind gods 
were again kind on 582 trike pilots by providing them 
with a nice 25kt tailwind at altitude. With a ground 
speed reaching 80kt at times, it was a relatively quick 
trip to Balranald. 

I had flown this area for several years when the 
hang gliding comps were conducted out of Hay and we 
had tasks out to the west to Yanga Lake just south of 
Balranald. I recalled the dry parched landscape well. This 
year, the floods had come into Hay and the amount of 
water on the ground west of Hay was incredible. It was 
like one large inland lake. The Hay plains are so flat that 
this huge amount of water just covered everything for 
miles. The area around Maude, to the west of Hay, was 
water soaked. The river system was overflowing and the 
ground was benefitting from all the water. It was a great 
time to fly over the area. 

Day 8: Hay to Yarrawonga to Merton to 
Coldstream. Distance 216nm (400 km)
While we were eating breakfast at our motel in Hay on 
Day 8, a light rain started. We went to the airport and 
got our aircraft organised for the day’s flying. The sky 
got darker and darker by the minute. Rain was closing 
in from behind and we were out of there as quickly as 
we could rig up. 

Upon departing Hay, a rain band was off to the 
right of track. It was clear ahead down to Yarrawonga. 
The area of rain slowly encroached into our flight path 
and pilots started to announce rain en-route. Then 
lightening flashes started and increased in frequency 
off to the right. As the weather was clear to the left, we 
managed to get through okay, although a little wet. The 
rest of the day was blue and clear. 

The 200km run down to Yarrawonga was also very 
wet on the ground for about 100km south of Hay. 
Around 10:30am, most trikes arrived into Yarrawonga to 
finish the 2012 MegaFauna. Thanks very much to Peter 
and Anne McLean for another really well organised trip 
and for picking a week of such good weather.

Ken Jelleff and I had decided the previous night to 
fly home from Yarrawonga. Ken was travelling to the 
Latrobe Valley and I was travelling to Coldstream. We 
fuelled up and said our good-byes to everyone and 
headed south to a small private strip at Merton where 
we had a quick stop and refuel. From there we had a 
nice smooth flight down into Coldstream over the hills 
and local countryside. We congratulated each other on 
one great week of flying and fun before Ken departed 
Coldstream for LTV. 

Addendum
Approximately a week after this trike trip concluded, 
two of our fellow flying friends were unfortunately killed 
in a tragic accident. I would like to pass on my deepest 
sympathy to the family of Ian and Elaine Willis. 

Mega Flying
Mega Fun
MegaFauna

Each year, Peter and Anne McLean organise a fly-
away to a different destination. When the 2012 
 Megafauna fly-away to Goolwa in SA was 

advertised, I was the first pilot to sign up.
We started with a trike pilot/passenger list of 

around 22, consisting of 15 trikes of which 13 were 
XT-912’s with Streak III or SST wings, one was a Pegasus 
Quantum and one was an Edge 582 with Executive wing. 
Another 14 additional aircraft were going with us. The 
trike pilot list included Tony Dennis and Jim Williams, 
Ken Jelleff, David Hunt, Michael Sheel, Tony Batson, Max 
Glynn, Faye Blaney, Dianne and Gary McNamara, Peter 

McLean, Kel Mitchener, Ian Willis, Les Tyack, Kel Doyle, 
Russell Purdy and Ian Rees. About half of the trikes 
carried passengers.

Leading up to the start of the trip, the weather 
was really wet with record rainfall. Weeks before our 
departure, Yarrawonga was flooded. I wondered if the 
trip should have been re-named the ‘MegaSwimming 
Trip’. Fortunately, the weather gods moved the flood 
waters out of town and our trip started on time and 
in perfect weather on 24/3/12, from Peter and Anne 
McLean’s Pilot Shop at Hangar 19, Yarrawonga.

Day 1: Yarrawonga to 
Echuca to St Arnaud to 
Horsham. Distance  
193nm (357km)
We headed west across 
Victoria in a f ive-knot 
southerly. We overf lew 
Numurkah and Nathalia on 
the way to Echuca. This area 
was still holding considerable 
amounts of water and some 
properties were isolated. 
The flight from Echuca to 
St Arnaud was over much 
drier ground. A Notam was 
activated while we were in 
flight regarding some active 

rocket firing near Serpentine. Pilots were keeping 
well clear and no trikes were shot down. One aircraft 
(Lightwing) decided to run out of fuel three kilometres 
from St Arnaud airfield, while overflying the town. A 
nearby paddock was the only option and a safe landing 
was made in amongst the trees. While having lunch 
at St Arnaud, I found my trike exhaust had a cracked 
weld at the main muffler and the muffler was no longer 
connected to the exhaust pipe. A gap of about 8mm 
had opened up which almost put an end to my trip. 
Fortunately, a pilot in Horsham (Doug Brookes, ex-trike 
pilot) had a MIG welder so we repaired the problem that 
night and had it all back together just in time for dinner. 

Day 2: Horsham to Naracoorte.  
Distance 72nm (133km)
We departed Horsham to the west, passing Quantong 
and Natimuk and overflying Mt Arapiles on our way to 
Naracoorte in South Australia. The wind was still five-
knots southerly and the flying conditions were perfect. 
Trikes were seen enjoying the rock faces around Mt 
Arapiles while others cruised over the mountain.

Day 3: Naracoorte to Meningie to Goolwa. 
Distance 134nm (248km)
The landscape changed from flat farmland to coastal as 
we flew up the South Australian coast north of Kingston. 
Departing Naracoorte, pilots flew to the left of track 
to get to the South Australian coastline as quickly as 
possible. This leg of the flight would last for 2.6 hours 

I have been on several of the past Mega-

Fauna trike trips around Victoria, NSW and 

South Australia, but it had been several 

years since my last one. 

by Ian Rees

Kangaroo Island (SA
Photos: Ian Rees

David Hunt flying over the Murray River

Ian crosses the VIC/SA border
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time these things happen when one wants to force 
something while ignoring the warning signs.

Is there one flight/situation that stands out as a 
very positive memory?
I can’t limit myself to one experience: Flying across the 
Alps at last light… Watching the Australian wilderness 
glide beneath… Soaring above a glacier… Flying has so 
many grandiose moments!

Give us your top three tips to becoming a great 
cross-country pilot
1. Fly heaps – with a safe glider
2.  Check the XContest to learn which routes  

and regions work on which days
3.  Watch other pilots, but always have your  

own strategy

Three tips for new pilots on how to improve?
1. Don’t overextend yourself
2.  Fly different sites and observe which  

conditions get you where
3. Have fun! 

Sebastian Benz:
Going the Distance

How did you get into paragliding?
As a young child, I was in New Zealand with my father 
when I first saw paragliders. I was fascinated. At 16 
with the first wages from my apprenticeship, I started 
learning at Skyjam flying school in 2004.

How did you get into distance flying?
Right from the start adventure called: fly as far as 
possible. I learned through trial and error. I began by 
taking off from Engelbergertal on my beginner canopy. 
The online contest (OLC) helped heaps and provided 
new route ideas.

Do you know how many kilometres you’ve flown 
in the last three years?
In the southern hemisphere, during our European 
winter 2011/12, I flew more than 5,000km. Over 
the last three years, according to XContest-Statistics 
about 12,000km.

Is that why you’ve become so good at it?
Of course, flying can only be learned by flying and 
more flying. To complete long flights under difficult 
conditions, you have to be really ‘hungry’ for distance.

How do you manage flying, studies and travel?
Fairly well. I’m flexible and try to use every opportunity 
to visit a new site. The glider’s always in the bag.
Especially in the Alps, it’s very important to be at the 
right take-off on those few really good days. As a 

student – I start my Chemistry Masters in February– 
you have a bit of flexibility.

How do you finance it?
I’m very lucky that my parents and the government 
support my studies. Inbetween I work; as in Australia.

What does paragliding and travel mean to you?
It’s a great package! Flying means adventure, 
discovering new areas, adrenaline, comradeship and 
new friends. Travelling with the glider is really special: 
You get to places no-one usually sees, and the return 
trip is always an adventure. As a pilot I’m no longer just 
a tourist, I become ‘mates’ with the locals. Discovering 
a new place is so much better when you’re travelling 
with a glider.

How do you see cross-country flying develop?
Much has happened already, especially in Switzerland 
the standard is very high. Every day is maximised 
for results. I look forward to the new factors of the 
CCC and hope we’ll see more open distances and flat 
triangles, rather than just FAI triangles.

Mountains or flatlands – what do you prefer?
I can’t answer that. Mountains are often harder to fly, 
there’s more to watch out for: wind systems, leesides, 
convergences, etc. But with the right tactics there’s 
also plenty of energy available to get up. The flatlands 
require a ‘feel’ for the air. Especially when you’re low, 

you need to develop a seventh sense to centre the 
weak and drifting thermals. I like both.

What are your strengths/weaknesses as a pilot?
I enjoy tactical flying, by now I can fall back on my fairly 
extensive experience. One of my weaknesses is that 
I’m often a little unprepared and think, “It’ll work out…”

How and what do you want to improve?
For the next season mostly my gear! I’ve been flying 
my Nova Triton since August 2009. It has thousands of 
kilometres under its canopy and has seen better days. 
Even my harness is starting to fall apart.

What’s important in your choice of glider?
I’ve always flown Nova gliders. First Phorus, then 
Mamboo, Factor 1 – I liked that one, great feeling, soft 
and with lots of feedback – lastly Triton. It’s important 
to me that the glider suits my ability and always 
provides a safety cushion. Eventually you’ll run into 
turbulence.

What kind of issues have you experienced?
Quite a few… Just yesterday I experienced a collapse 
with double twist during a toplanding approach and 
close to the ground – followed by a treelanding. Not 
very nice, it was my fourth treelanding. Often trees 
are the better option…

Early on I also suffered a spinal compression 
break – also during a missed toplanding. Most of the 

Sebastian’s 360km Flight

A 
look out the window on 10 January didn’t cause euphoria: Cloud cover with a mix of cirrus and deep 
cumulus. Still, I got ready. Ron McKenzie, the local rice farmer and pilot I stayed with, had taught me that 
one thing was essential for a really long flight: Wind! And a fairly strong westerly was blowing.

Ron towed me up by winch shortly before 12pm between two rice paddocks. After a low safe from just 90m 
agl I reach cloudbase at a modest 1500m. But the cloud cover loosens, the cirrus departs. The thermals aren’t 
very strong and I fly defensively. The wind pushes me incessantly forwards. 

After about 200km I head further north to avoid the hills and airspace around Canberra. Despite my 
conservative strategy I got rather low a few times, just as I do now at 270km shortly before a critical forest/
hill crossing. Luckily I find a weak drifting thermal, not unusual in the flatlands, especially low down. By feeling 
and listening to my canopy, I manage to centre the lift and head towards base, now risen to 2,300m. After one 
further base trip, the day comes to an end and I take everything I can to make it to 360km and land, still flying 
forwards. Thanks to Spot, Peter, a local instructor, picks me up and even offers me a bed for the night. Thanks!

On 10 January the young Swiss pilot Sebastian Benz flew a new inofficial Australian record: 

360,47km with an average speed of 50km/h. For years the 24-year-old had eaten up distance in 

the Alps as in the Australian flatlands. Nova’s Till Gottbrath wanted to know how he manages 

to fit studies, travel and flying under the one hat… 

translation by Suzy Gneist

The view from cloudbase 
Photos: Sebastian Benz, NOVA Juniors team

Getting a lift back with a truckie

Sebastian’s flights fan out from Deniliquin

Ron’s farm
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“I would like to thank the Aussie pilots I met on the way 
for their awesome company and support which made these 
flights possible in the first place. I had a blast in Oz!” 

Sebastian
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O
ver the years, the Pico Club has 
been very active in instigating  
changes to the operations of the 

sport, both at the HGFA and CASA levels, 
in order to safeguard the interests of its 
members and the wider PPG community.

This year will see the 15th anniversary, 
a milestone to be celebrated, and the Club 
Executive invites all powered paragliding 
pilots, members and non-members to attend 
our fly-in.

The club would also like to invite our 
compatriots who fly powered hang gliders or 
parachutes and, of course, all those who have 
not yet made up their mind and just want to 
check out what this sport is all about.

As per our 15-year tradition, the event is 
hosted by the club at Jeff Hoffmann’s property 
at Milbrulong, NSW. 

Jeff always has a magic take-off and 
landing site allocated for the event: A site 
that faces all directions, sloping downhill for ease of 
take-off, in an environment without powerlines, friendly 
landowners and suitable for all skill levels.

This 15th year celebration promises to be ‘The 
Best Ever’, with workshops for equipment maintenance, 
kiting, reverse and forward launches, radio protocols 
and much more.

Suppliers of all things PPG will showcase their latest 
products, will let you test fly the newest wings on the 
market and will give you special ‘Pico Club’ discounts.

In order to make the stay at Milbrulong enjoyable, 
we welcome families. If spouses are only marginally 
interested in the sport, there is retail therapy available 
in the historic ‘Verandah’ town of Lockhart and the 
bustling inland economic centre of Wagga Wagga, both 
only a few minutes drive away from Milbrulong.

Your stay can be at the Milbrulong oval, where 
powered sites are available. There are hot showers, 
toilets, a kitchen and an electric BBQ to cook your meals 
on, as well as a hall where we have our safety briefings, 
communal meals and space for socialising.

Preferably, motel and hotel accom-modation and  
a caravan park are available at Lockhart.

The Pico Club Fly-in 
13 to 16 September 2011

For those not familiar with The Pico Club: 

this club of powered paraglider pilots was 

established in 1998 with the aim to share 

information about the sport and organise fly-ins. 

After 15 years, the club is still going strong, 

with a membership base covering all corners of 

Australia, a new revamped website and a very 

active forum where all things to do with the 

sport are discussed.

by Rick Clarke and the Pico Club fly-in organisersSteve
Nigel

Chucky

Hoffy

On behalf of the Pico Club Executive, we would like to invite you to join us 
in the festivities, have a go at the friendly Pico games, touch base with your 
friends and just… have a good time.

So pencil into your diary for 13, 14, 15 and 16 September: “I have to be 
at Milbrulong NSW for the Pico Event” and we will make sure you will feel 
welcome.
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Further details will be posted on the club website [www.thepico.com.au] and on our yahoo forum 
[http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Picolights/]. 

See you at Milbrulong. 

The Pico Club Fly-in 

Murray

30 
pilots plus support crew, of which there 
were seven beginner pilots, descended on 
Birchip on Thursday prior to Easter. This year 

the event suffered from high wind conditions, forcing 
the safety committee to cancel flying on the Friday 
and Monday. Each day saw a straight line ‘downwind’ 
task set, dependent on wind direction and speed, to a 
declared ‘goal paddock’.

Goal on Day 2 was Nyah West, 74km from the tow 
paddock. Seven pilots made it, including husband and 
wife combination Grant and Tove Heaney. Day 3 goal was 
set for Mystic Park, a flight of 70km, with seven pilots 
again making it in. UK pilot David Moore, flying in his first 
competition, doubled his personal best distance and was 

elated to make goal. Many other personal bests were 
recorded during the competitions 20th event.

Overall open winner was Tocumwal pilot Grant 
Heaney, with second place going to semi-local Hugh 
Alexander, and third place Tove Heaney. Competition 
organisers believed there was some pillow talk collusion 
going on! 

Thanks are extended to the McClelland family for 
once again allowing pilots and their support crews to call 
their paddock ‘home’ for the weekend. All competitors 
appreciated the hospitality of the Birchip Caravan Park, 
The Chip store and café and the Birchip Hotel. 

All profits from the competition are donated back 
to the Birchip community each year. In 2012 $500 was 

made which was donated to BCG, CERT, SES and the 
RSL. To keep up with the goings on of the competition, 
visit the facebook page [http://www.facebook.com/
groups/107007066001157/]. 

Birchip 2012 Flatter Than The Flatlands: 
Challenging Conditions for 20th Year

Since 1992 hang gliding pilots have flocked to Birchip for the 

annual Flatter Than The Flatlands competition. The brainchild 

of Alan Beavis (Beavo) and Warrick Duncan, the event was 

modelled on the Forbes ‘Flatlands’ Competition, but with a 

stronger emphasis on the social aspects of flying and to mark 

the end of the flying season.

by Hughbert Alexander
Photos: Neale Halsall
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Photo: Hannah Asplin
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z
zO n summer afternoons, the sea breeze that 

arrives in Canberra has fascinated me since 
I began paragliding in the early 2000s. I’ve 

sat on launch at Spring Hill and seen the wind gusts 
go from 30km/h westerly to 80km/h easterly within a 
matter of seconds. Often it is accompanied by a line of 
cumulus clouds behind the easterly sea breeze front, but 
instead of having nice flat bottoms, the bottoms of the 
sea breeze clouds are ragged. They are also often much 
lower than the cumulus clouds to the west. However, 
these visual effects are not always evident and I have 
experienced the sea breeze arrive without any clouds 
or with a slight haze. This is the first of two articles on 
sea breezes. This is the more technical one… I hope you 
find it interesting.

The Cause
The ability for the ocean to absorb and store energy from 
the sun is huge. This is due to:

 ➲  The transparency of the water that allows the sun’s 
rays to penetrate deep into the ocean. In clear, 
tropical water, light can reach a depth of 500 to 

650ft (150 to 200m), meaning that is takes a great 
amount of heat to raise the temperature over such a 
large volume of water.

 ➲  The constant turbulence from wind and weather 
continually mix the water, distributing heat over 
large volumes and requiring even more heat to raise 
the temperature.
In contrast to the ocean, the sun’s rays do not 

penetrate deep into dry ground, but are typically 
confined to a few inches at the top. Consequently, on a 
daily basis, the land, while heating up much more rapidly 
than the ocean, also loses heat just as rapidly at night.

For coastal areas, this heating difference can have a 
large impact on the weather by formation of the sea and 
land breezes, and is in fact the fundamental reason why 
we observe wind in the first place. 

While the sea breeze is generally associated with 
the ocean, it can occur along the shore of any large body 
of water such as the Great Lakes in the US. I’ve even 
experienced it on a relatively small lake in Oregon (Lake 
Albert). It also happens on many other lakes, but we 
generally don’t notice it.

Sea Breeze
The sea breeze circulation is comprised of two opposing 
flows; one at the surface (called the sea breeze) and 
one aloft (which is a return flow). These two flows are a 
result of the difference in air pressure between land and 
sea generated by the sun’s heating.

At the surface, the sun warms both the ground and 
ocean at the same rate. However, since the heat in the 
ground is not absorbed as well, it returns its heat to 
warm the air. Referring to Figure 1, the warmed air, with 

its decreased density, begins to rise (1). The rising air 
creates a weak low pressure area (called a thermal low) 
due to a decrease in air mass at the surface (2). Typically, 
above this low pressure from 3,000 to 5,000ft (1,000 to 
1,500m) as the air cools, it begins to collect, resulting in 
an increase in pressure, creating a ‘high’ (3).

These differences in pressures over land, both at 
the surface and aloft, are greater than the differences 
in pressures over water at the same elevations (4 and 
5). Therefore, as the atmosphere seeks to re-establish 
equal pressure both onshore and offshore, two high-
pressure to two low-pressure airflows develop – the 
offshore flow aloft (6) and the surface onshore flow 
called the sea breeze (7).

Because the temperature difference between 
the surface temperature over land and over water is 
typically large, a sharp boundary can develop. This 
boundary is called a sea breeze front and acts like a 
cold front. Just as with a cold front, the air temperature 
drops significantly after the sea breeze front passes 
a location, sometimes as much as 8 to 11°C. The skies 
also clears after the sea breeze front passes as thermal 
generation stops. Another change that takes place with 
the passage of the sea breeze front is an increase in 
humidity. Finally, there is a significant change in wind 
direction and/or speed.

These changes occur in a relatively small scale 
weatherwise. However, if larger scale atmospheric 
conditions are also affecting the weather, then the 
sea breeze and sea breeze front can have a much 
larger impact on the type and intensity of weather 
one observes. Just like along cold fronts, if weather 
conditions are right, thunderstorms often develop along 
sea breeze fronts.

The location and amount of thunderstorms will vary, 
depending on the current weather pattern over the 
region. For example, in Florida the amount of sunshine 
and prevailing surface wind over the state has a large 
impact on sea breeze thunderstorms. If the wind is 
relatively calm then the sea breeze can move well inland, 
but with only scattered thunderstorms occurring about 
one third of the way across the peninsula. Light west 
wind (5 to 10mph) keeps the sea breeze front confined 
to the eastern coast, but also makes for more wide- 
spread thunderstorms along the boundary. Stronger 
west winds can prevent the sea breeze front from 
moving onshore, or forming at all, so no thunderstorms 
will occur. Alternatively prevailing east winds actually 
help push the sea breeze front and thunderstorms as 
much as halfway across the peninsula.

On smaller peninsulas, such as at the northern tip 
of New Zealand, sea breezes from opposite coasts may 
collide. In these situations, two lines of thunderstorms 
may collide and combine into a single but intense, short-
lived line.

Land Breeze
The opposite of a sea breeze is a land breeze. While 
sea breezes occur during the day, land breezes occur at 
night. Despite the difference in times at which the land 
breezes and sea breezes occur, the reason for the land 
breeze’s formation is the same as the sea breeze’s, just 
the role of the ocean and land is reversed. This is shown 
in Figure 2.

At night, the land temperature falls to below that 
of the ocean and becomes less dense. Therefore the air 
begins to rise (1). This creates a weak low pressure area 
due to a decrease in air mass at the ocean surface (2). As 
the air cools, it begins to collect, resulting in an increase 
in pressure, creating a ‘high’ (3).

Land breezes can occur when the land’s night time 
temperature is less than the sea surface temperature. 
They are most common during the autumn and winter 
seasons when water temperatures are still fairly warm 
and nights are cool. However, unlike the sea breeze, 
the land breeze is usually weaker. Canberra winters 
have occasional days when the land breeze from the 
west increases, resulting in amazing ‘glass-off ’ soaring 
conditions at Spring Hill.

These differences in pressures over the water, both 
at the surface and aloft are greater than the differences 
in pressures over land at the same elevations as over 
water (4 and 5). Therefore, as the atmosphere seeks to 
re-establish equal pressure both onshore and offshore, 
two high-pressure to low-pressure airflows develop; the 
onshore flow aloft (6) and 
surface offshore flow, called 
the land breeze (7).

Land breezes are weaker 
than sea breezes, but not 
because of the difference 
in heating. Daytime heating 
and night time cooling occur 
at about the same rate, so 
the potential for both land 
and sea breezes to reach the 
same strength exists. Yet 
at night, the cooling ground 
inhibits vertical motion 
which, in turn, weakens 
the land breeze circulation. 
Night time cooling also 
produces a lesser change in 
temperature so land breeze 
circulation is shallower, 
and terrain, vegetation and 
buildings inhibit the flow of 
air from land to water.

On average the vertical 
extent of the sea breeze 
is greater in tropical areas 
than in temperate zones. 
In temperate zones the  
sea breeze is usually 
between 200 to 500m deep. 
In moderately warm climates 
this increases and heights 

of 2,000m have been recorded in India (Abbs and 
Physick, 1992).

Although the sea breeze is often accompanied by an 
increase in humidity and decrease in temperature this is 
by no means definitive. Observations by Physick (1982) 
and Abbs (1986) document cases in which the reverse 
was observed to occur.

The sea breeze circulation cell begins near the coast 
in the morning and expands both landward and sea- 
ward. If there is already a synoptic flow this increases 
the expansion.

Manins et al (1992) found that the presence of an 
escarpment, 30km from and parallel to the coast in 
Perth, acts to accelerate the inland movement of the 
sea breeze.  

Simpson et al (1977) were able to show, using 
a simple numerical model, that the inland advance 
of the sea breeze is governed locally by the density 
differences across the front. Under conditions in which 
the synoptic flow across the coastline is weak, a sea 
breeze will develop at the coast as soon as the land-sea 
temperature difference is large enough. As the sea air 
moves inland, its temperature rises more rapidly than 
that of the land air as the heat is distributed over a much 
smaller depth. Consequently, the temperature contrast 

zSea Breezeså

Figure 1: Formation of a sea breeze

Sea breezes have been studied extensively even back as far as 

the Greek philosophers Aristotle, Plutarch and Theophrastus 

(Neumann, 1973). 
by Barry Oliver

Figure 2: A land breeze

Sea breeze cold front
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zacross the front decreases and the sea breeze front 
decelerates. In addition, Kelvin-Helmholtz instability 
increases the top drag through strong turbulent mixing 
and this increase in the top friction is also associated 
with deceleration of the sea breeze in the middle of the 
day. In the late afternoon the solar heating decreases, 
but the temperature of the land air still increases 
gradually. At the same time, the temperature of the sea 
is becoming cooler as the sea air arriving at the front 
has had less heat added to it since crossing the coast. 
As a result, the temperature difference across the front 
increases and the sea breeze begins to accelerate.

Physick and Smith (1985) suggest that the further 
inland a sea breeze is at sunset, the longer it will survive 
before dissipating.

Clarke (1984) identified five stages in the 
development of the sea breeze:

 ➲  Immature stage – the inland penetration increases 
monotonically with time.

 ➲  Early mature stage – late afternoon – the sea 
breeze is not a steady state gravity current, but 
acceleration of the surge has commenced.

 ➲  Late mature stage – during the early evening – the 
supply of cool air from the sea ceases, decoupling of 
the frictional link with the surface occurs and the 
sea breeze continues to accelerate. The isentropes 
are still steeply inclined, but are beginning to be 
flattened, and the centre of the horizontal vortex 
shifts to the leading edge of the circulation.

 ➲  Early degenerative stage – the layer of cold air 
flattens and spreads inland, propagating as an 
unsteady gravity current. During this period the 
sea breeze decelerates. At this point it is completely 
detached from the coastline.

 ➲  Late degenerative stage – since the vortex is now 
detached from the coastline, the main heating/
cooling process is the subsidence warming in the 
descending arm of the circulation. This leads to 
the eventual decay of the density gradient and the 
vortex itself.

If it may be assumed that the rate of heat supply 
to the air is fully known as a function of space and 
time co-ordinates then this equation plus a complex 
combinations of five more equations: the gas equation, 
the continuity equation and three equations of motion 
have been shown to explain the seabreeze. These six 
equations in all, suffice to define the six variables 
pressure, temperature, density, motion, space and time 
to explain the sea breeze (Clarke 1955).

The sea breeze process is triggered by inland 
thermal activity which in turn is determined by the daily 
temperatures. As expected, on high temperature inland 
days the sea breeze effect is more likely. Therefore, it is 
generally observed in the seasons of spring and summer. 
However, Sheng, Xue and Gao (2009) found that the 
strength of the sea breeze is not only determined by 
the land-sea temperature, but also by the variables 
mentioned above, which makes it very hard to predict. 

Clarke (1955) and Reid (1957) studied sea breezes 
in Australia. The sea breezes documented by both 
mostly moved inland at increasing speed. Those with 
an onshore prevailing wind moved with a speed of up to  
7m/sec (about 25km/h or 15mph) (Simpson, Mansfield 
and Milford, 1977).

While working as a forecaster in Canberra in the 
1940’s, Reg Clarke became interested in the late 
afternoon easterly wind which was observed in Canberra 
during the warmer months. Certain that it was a sea 
breeze from the coast (112km away), but unable to 
convince any of his colleagues, Reg used a car and 
aeroplane observations to prove that this was indeed 
the case. Data from these experiments, in which it 
was also claimed the sea breeze progressed to Wagga 
Wagga (270km inland), were published much later and 
favourably compared to Reg’s numerical predictions of 
the inland penetrations (Abbs and Physick, 1992).

One of the most interesting aspects of the sea 
breeze moving inland is the change in the advance 
rate of the front, although conflicting reports of this 
characteristic appear in the literature. Sha et al (1991) 

identified three distinct stages in the penetration 
of their modelled sea breeze front. Initially the front 
begins to accelerate, before decelerating in the early 
afternoon. Later, the sea breeze front accelerates again, 
before decelerating again and decaying late at night. The 
afternoon deceleration was observed by Pedgley (1958) 
for sea breezes in Egypt and by Simpson et al (1977) in 
England. The evening acceleration of the sea breeze front 
has been observed and modelled by a number of authors 
(Clarke 1955; Simpson et al. 1977; Physick and Smith, 
1985). The reasons for this acceleration-deceleration/
acceleration-deceleration/decay are beyond the scope 
of this article.

In conclusion, the sea breeze phenomenon is quite 
an amazing weather condition. After many years of 
watching the sea breeze arrive, seeing wind vanes swing 
180 degrees in a matter of seconds with wind speeds 
going from 30km/h in one direction to over double in 
another remains fascinating. 
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zSea Breezeså

Kelvin Helmholtz instability clouds in San Francisco. Sometimes called ‘billow clouds’, they are produced by instability 
when horizontal layers of air brush by one another at different velocities. A better name might be ‘van Gogh clouds’: 
It is widely believed that these waves in the sky inspired the swirls in van Gogh's masterpiece Starry Night

Photo: Wikimedia Commons
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Farewell David Seib
On Good Friday, 6 April 2012, we learned 

that we had lost a special friend.

D
ave had been flying with us for over 10 years, both here in 
Australia and overseas, he was in love with the sport.

Dave and I shared an old Volvo that we kept in Italy, Dave 
used it to travel in Europe and I used it to do the same. Dave came to us as a 
computer technician and got us up to date with the modern world and we are 
going to miss his skills.

Some years back when we were all younger we spent a month in the 
desert around Wilcannia to set records. Thomas Suchanek set 6 records in 
1 week, some of them still stand. Dave flew from Wilcannia into Southern 
Queensland and Attila Bertok set some triangle records, these times will 
never be forgotten as will Dave’s other achievements .

Bill Moyes

D
avid had an accident while launching at the 
Brazilian Nationals in Carmo do Rio Claro and 
did not survive his injuries.

We would like to thank the Brazilian pilots for their 
act of respect for David in the handling of his accident.

David was a man who was fiercely loyal. He once told 
me that he would give up hang gliding before he flew 
another glider than Moyes.

David was a man who was super competitive. He 
gave 110%. He was smart, had the strongest sense of 
right and wrong, was hilariously funny and knew how to 
do/fix just about anything.

He was a friend to so many people from all over the 
world; the sincere posts on his Facebook wall are proof 
of that. He was a close friend of the Moyes family. He 
was loved and respected by many.

He was outspoken and passionate about everything 
he did. He was honest, a terrible drunk and loved 
getting nude.

He will be sorely missed… that naughty laugh, that 
naughty grin.

We send our heartfelt condolences to David’s family 
from the whole Moyes family.

We love you David Seib
If anyone has any favourite photos or memories of 

David please email to <moyes@moyes.com.au> and we 
will add to our album for David’s family.

Vicki Cain

Photos: Various Contributors
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How To Fly Stable Thermals

There’s simply nothing worse than a stable day with weak thermals and lots of turbulence. They are generally 
lots of stress for little reward, but if you want to be a good all round pilot you have to learn to fly in all conditions. 
So here’s what to do. 

First, understand why it’s rough on stable days. Stable days are caused by high pressure systems where 
the air particles are generally sinking earthwards. That alone makes a thermal’s ascent more difficult, but in 
mountains you generally need to be in a high pressure to get good flying conditions; low pressure produces too 
much instability and it storms. Worse still, sinking air particles cause adiabatic compression which creates heat. 
This forms bands of warmer air which we call inversions. Inversions trap air beneath them which then warms up 
more than on unstable days where the upper and lower air gets mixed more by thermals.

The net result is that it is harder for thermals to form and harder still for them to rise once they have enough 
buoyancy to actually break free of the ground. As the air is warm and stable there is a low temperature difference 
between the thermal and the air it’s travelling through, so the climb rates are weak. As the air surrounding the 
thermal is almost the same temperature as the air inside the thermal it doesn’t take long until all the weak lift 
dissolves into the surrounding air. All that is left are tiny hotspots or micro cores. Sharp edged and rocket-like 
in comparison to the soupy air you’re flying in, they hit you like missiles out of the blue and you’re through them 
and out the other side before you’ve had time to think, “What the hell was that?” There’s the roughness on an 
otherwise weak day.  

Success on these days requires a combination of two separate tactics. 
 ➲  Search Mode: wide and slow. Covering as much ground as possible with the best sink rate. The 

chances are you’ll encounter wide areas of weak lift in the general stable ambiance. 
 ➲  Climb Mode: Tight and fast. When you hit the micro cores crank as hard and tight as you dare and 

hang on for your life. You might only get half a turn in lift, but crank it round the whole 360 and see if you hit 
it again. Often you can climb like this in little surges with only half your circle in lift. Watch your averager to 
see if it’s working. 

The XCFiles Tips and tuition for paragliding and hang gliding pilots 

– from beginner to expert, there’s something for everyone. 

from Cross Country magazine [www.xcmag.com]

Thermal Better 
Two handy thermalling tips from Bob Drury: How to find the 

core in a wind-blown thermal and climbing on stable days. 

How To Fly Windy Thermals 

In nil-wind, thermals form like mushroom clouds with a 
main core dotted with hotspots of extra strength, but in 
the wind it all changes. 

First, wind distorts the column of lift, tilting it over 
at an angle. Because a thermal actually has its own mass 
the wind blows around it and up it rather like a mountain 
face. That airflow on the front of a thermal produces 
dynamic lift like a mountain face too. If you have ever 
soared up the outside of a cumulus cloud you will have 
experienced this. 

The airflow around the sides and behind a thermal 
also gets disturbed in the same way it would if the 
thermal was a more solid and tangible object like a tall 
building. This causes turbulence and can be a cause 
of those unexpected whacks you sometimes get on 
thermic days.

Inside the thermal are hotspots, or micro-cores, 
the stuff we pilots love so much and hone in on with 
our instruments and intuition. They are formed by 
hotspots on the ground that heated the air that formed 
the thermal you’re now climbing in. Cores are travelling 
upwards faster than the rest of the thermal. They have 
a greater vertical velocity than the weaker lift so they 
are less affected by the horizontal wind. 

The cumulative effect is that the weaker lift gets 
blown to the downwind side of the thermal, while the 

stronger cores remain at the upwind side. This is why we should always be working our way to the upwind side 
of the thermal to find the strongest lift. Do this by extending your 360s slightly when facing into the wind. 
When you reach the edge of the thermal you sometimes get an extra surge in lift as you hit the dynamic lift on 
the outside of the thermal. Push too far and fall out of the upwind side of the thermal and you only have a quick 
downwind dash straight back into the strongest lift again. 

In comparison, the downwind side of the thermal is a bleak place to be. The lift is weaker and should you slip 
out of it you fall into the leeside sink of the thermal and have an upwind struggle to get back to the thermal. 
When you do get back in it, you arrive back in the weakest lift. If you’ve ever been thermalling with another pilot 
and seen them fall out of the climb and plummit like a stone, you know they’ve found the downwind edge of the 
thermal for you.

Sebastian Benz flying his Nova Triton in the Jura, Switzerland
Photo: Dominik Dusek

Dave Smiley flying over Towong, near Corryong
Photo: John Chapman

Scott Tucker at Rosin’s Lookout, Beechmont, braving the cold southerly wind while hoping for some winter thermals
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This Easter over 30 fellow flying junkies and 
I headed out to Gulgong airpark to throw 
ourselves (and each other) at the sky, and 

try to stay up there as long as possible. Curt Warren 
(devoted instructor known to many a newly-fledged 
pilot) had arranged an aero tow clinic in what appeared 
to be his quest to sign off every single aero tow 
endorsement in 2012. But when the word got out 
that one of the legends of aero towing, Bobby Bailey, 
plus a few other highly talented pilots were going to 
be hooking gliders to Bill Moyes’ Dragonflies, it was no 
surprise that pilots from all over NSW (and a few WA 
and international ring-ins) availed themselves of the 
opportunity to get airborne.

Gulgong is famous for being the $10-note town, but 
that may be about to change. These days, it’s gaining a 
reputation as a fantastic site for inland flying, not unlike 
Florida’s Wallaby Ranch might have been in the early 
days, I imagine. It’s not only hang gliders who flock to 
enjoy the often good conditions – sailplane pilots have 
been known to congregate here too. 

But this Easter it was all about hang gliding. As well 
as Curt’s students, there were around 20 other pilots 
at various times, plus a few partners and friends who’d 
come to enjoy the forecast good conditions. We even 
managed to have an Easter egg hunt for the token littley 
– and considering it was conducted on the wonderfully 
flat and neatly mowed airstrip, it was no mean feat to 
hide Easter eggs!

In an effort to avoid the Easter traffic chaos I’d 
skipped out of work early Thursday, and after only 
minor skirmishes with semi-trailers and pulling over to 
watch a magnificent sunset (life is too short to skip 
those moments of beauty), I arrived at Gulgong with the 
thinnest veneer of kamikaze bugs on the windscreen. 

Friday dawned clear and fresh and full of promise – 
the only thing lacking appeared to be pilots. Not that I 
would ever complain of having an airstrip to myself when 
the surroundings are so magnificent – although a lack 
of aircraft makes flying something of a challenge. But 
I didn’t have long to admire the serenity, as Bill Moyes 
himself soon arrived and I was put to work readying a 
Dragonfly or two. 

We had the tow planes ready to go by mid-morning, 
but as any pilot probably knows, when it comes to flying, 
there is a lot of time spent staring at the sky, gauging 
conditions, and waiting for just the right moment… or 
waiting for someone else to launch, so you can see how 
they find it. The right moment came after midday, and 
Curt’s students started their tandems, providing the 
rest of the pilots with willing and perhaps unwitting 
wind technicians (apparently ‘wind dummy’ is no longer 
acceptable terminology). We launched pilots until the 
sun was setting, and I even managed to get up for a bit 
of flying in the Dragonfly. 

Friday afternoon brought some excitement of an 
unwelcome kind. One of the pilots had a problem over 
the airfield and had to throw his reserve. It’s unnerving 
when the sound of air passing over a wing at high speed 
suddenly intensifies to a staccato and angry flutter, and 
every eye on the field was drawn to a glider in a steep 
nose-down dive. The reserve popped hard above the tree 
tops and we were all running before we even realised. 
By the time I’d grabbed my first aid kit, someone called 
out, “He’s okay!” – two of the happiest words I ever 

Gulgong Easter Fly Fest 

A Dragonflying-Wannabe’s Perspective

Easter means a lot of things for different types of people. For parents, it means an early morning 

start to hide little chocolate eggs for soon to be sugar-hyped children, some found weeks later, 

covered in lint and turning white. For the average aero-junkie, it means four days to get away 

from nine-to-fiving and heading off into the wild blue to go flying (hopefully the wide blue 

populated with a few promising clouds).

by Dorothea O’Conor

heard I must say. A few beers were consumed and a 
few thankful prayers were said that night. The glider 
suffered a broken upright, but fortunately the pilot 
suffered barely a scratch. Certainly someone on high 
(and I’m not thinking someone catching a good thermal) 
was looking out for that pilot.

Saturday was hectic, we hooked up gliders and 
towed for 12 hours straight. The stamina of the tug 
pilots was incredible – perhaps a little intimidating for 
a wannabe like me. The students all had their solos and 
subsequent flights, and the free flying types alternately 
practiced launches or tested what Gulgong and the 
surrounds had to offer of a XC flavour. While I heard it’s 
not common practice for tow weekends to have a launch 
marshal and ground crew, everyone seemed appreciative 
of a few extra hands and pairs of eyes to get into the 
dolly and up and away. The legendary Bill Moyes himself 
even came out to launch for a while – and his freely 
offered advice was much appreciated by some of the 
newer pilots. 

Conditions for flying were excellent most of the 
time, although the thunderstorm that rolled through one 
afternoon had people scrambling to get their wings into 
the hangar and themselves under shelter. For the record, 
only seven people can fit under a Fun in the rain and of 
those, five will still get wet. 

The flight window closed for a while on Sunday due 
to a fast moving front that brought high winds, heavy 
rain and lightning. We launched the final student just as 
rain was starting to fall, he made it to about 500ft AGL 
before the intrepid tug pilot waved him off – something 
about wanting to go have a nice hot chocolate in the 
hangar and stay dry. 

After the front cleared, we launched more, with 
some pilots again happy to fly until sunset, although 
it became challenging when the southerly wind created 
some rotor off trees and hangars. It was three solid 
days of flying and everyone was starting to feel a little 
fatigued.

Fortunately Vicki Cain and Molly Moyes, with a few 
able assistants, provided gourmet BBQ dinners 
each night, and Sunday night’s was a hearty 
hamburger feast that refuelled and revitalised 
drained pilots.  

Monday was less good for flying, and with 
many of us having to get back for work on 
Tuesday, the amazing but temporary community 
started to dwindle. By midday only one 
Dragonfly was still towing, with many of the 
high performance gliders remaining snugly in 
the hangar. 

I was able to get a couple of hours airtime in the 
Dragonfly – it’s an amazing little aircraft, possibly the 
most intuitive thing I have ever flown (fortunately my 
Malibu 166 doesn’t get jealous). I’ve been told I will 
need to modify my flying if I want to be a tow pilot – 
apparently your average floater is less than comfortable 
flying at 45kt on tow. But thanks to the patience and 
incredible skill of the current cohort, I’m edging closer 
to my goal. Who knows, next time you head out to tow, 
it might be me in the purple Dragonfly you hook up to. 
That’s right – I said purple. The Easter weekend was an 
inspiration to keep flying, and once again reminded me 
what amazing people we have in our community.  

Getting ready to launchComing in to land

On tow Photos: Michelle Taylor
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I picked up the lovely Moyes ladies, Vix and Molly, at 
the Moyes factory, but my good mood soon faded 
when Vix told me about Dave Seib passing away in 

Brazil. I think we were all in shock that morning. He will 
be missed by his hang gliding family all around the world.

We had to set off quickly to Gulgong via the Fish 
Markets in Sydney so we could get supplies for our dinner 
in Gulgong. The place was packed, I guess everyone had 
the same idea: fish on Good Friday. With a massive eski 
full of fish to feed 40 people, we set off on our journey.

When we arrived in sunny Gulgong at lunchtime, 
most of the crew were already setting up their gliders. 
The atmosphere was pretty relaxed and jovial. Curt 
and Alex from WarrenWindsports were doing  
the theory section with their 11 
aerotow students. They 
had a big weekend 
ahead of them!

By the afternoon, 
all the aerotow tandems had started so 
the tuggies Bobby, Steve and Brendan were kept busy!  
So were Bill Moyes and Thea who kept the launching 
pilots entertained! 

Dave, Rohan, Luke and a few others set a task 
towards Rhylstone, but the conditions were not as 
good as expected – base was about 4,500ft, reaching 
2,500ft near Mudgee. They were the only ones to go XC, 
pretty much everyone else stayed around the airstrip, 
including myself. I had a fun jaunt around the area, 
picking spots where I thought there might be lift, trying 
to climb out from low and not give up until I got to base. 
Looking back afterwards, I should have just gone XC, but 
in the light and variable winds, I thought it best to just 
land back at the safety of the strip.

When the dust settled and the warmth of the sun 
started to fade, the beers appeared and the party 
started. Vix and Molly cooked up a feast of fresh fish 
tacos. I have to say it was one of the tastiest post-flying 
BBQs I've had. 

Saturday’s forecast looked awesome: a higher base 
was predicated as well as some nice clouds. However, it 
didn’t quite pan out at the start of the day. Nobody could 
stay in the air and many landed back at the strip and had 
more than one tow. Around 1pm some lucky (or skillful) 
 

 

Gulgong
Setting off for the weekend with gliders 

on the roof, a promising weather forecast 

and the possibility of some epic April 

flying sent me aflutter with excitement. 

It’s amazing how easily you wake up when 

you are looking forward to something – like 

a kid on Christmas morning. 

by Kathryn O’Riordan

guys, including Bruce Wynne looked like they were skying out and getting away, so 
it was time to get back up there to catch some the action!

The day turned out to be a cracker with a 6,000ft base and decent climbs. Our 
task was to Coolah, about 60km NE of Gulgong. Some of the Canberra guys decided 
to take a turnpoint near Dunedoo, but Dave May and I went straight on course to 
Coolah. I have to say it was so much fun to hear all the banter on the radio, everyone 
doing well on their XC flights, especially Jonesy killing it on his Fun 190! Dave and 
I ended up in Coolah after a really mellow and fun flight over some lovely terrain. 
One of my favourite flights to date for sure – no pressure, but I was still challenged 
enough to make it mentally stimulating.

Of course after such a fun day, there had to be some celebratory beers, and with 
a big crowd around it was fun to party with the rest of the crew. Again a fantastic 
meal cooked by Molly and Vicki. It was great to have them there to keep the crowd 
all together at the airstrip. The party kept going around the bonfire until all hours…

Day 3 saw overcast skies and a few sore heads… not great for XC flying, but 
great for Curt and Alex from WarrenWindsports to finish the tow course and get 
their students soloing. 

Paul Steen, attending the course said: “It's well known that Curt and the Warren
Windsport instructors are first rate. So my expectations for the aerotow course at 
Gulgong were high. Yet the combination of great weather, plenty of tugs with top 
pilots, Vicki's food and a crowd of pilots from very experienced to newbies like me, 
made for an amazing Easter weekend. I was able to log 10 tows and pick up an aerotow 
rating. I was also able to log nearly an hour flying the Dragonfly tug. For those of us 
who can't spend enough time in the sky, this was the way to spend Easter.”

Nathan Power, another student, said: “I don't know what to say other than 
it was a fun weekend away with good instructors, good tug pilots and good food.”

Some of the free flyers stayed for a chance of a tow and a gang went to the 
fantastic Mudgee brewery for a little taster of the local brew. A taster turned out to 
be many pints, and the night continued on from there with a great party and again 
some fantastic barbecuing by the Moyes girls.

Photo: Nathan Power

Malibus galore
Photo: Kathryn O’Riordan

The Canberra judging panel Photo: Kathryn O’Riordan

Base camp Photo: Kathryn O’Riordan
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John Pascall  
– A Student’s View

What were your expectations before  
the course?
With only about 80 hours airtime, and most of those 
on the coast, flying options can get limited. All the 
guys in my local club come back from events like 
Forbes and Corryong raving about the great flying 
had by all, while I've had to sit glumly watching the 
BOM, waiting for the coastal winds to turn on. So 
for me, getting endorsements seems like a great 
way of opening up more potential flying sites and 
opportunities.

What did you enjoy most about the course?
It seems to me that hang gliding is so much more 
than just a single type of activity. Flying inland is 
just so different to flying big coastal sites, which is 
again a completely different type of fun to hitting 
the dunes. With only a couple of dozen inland flights 
under my belt, I really enjoyed experiencing this 
different way of flying.  

What did you learn?
When there is a queue of pilots lined up waiting 
for a tow things get busy and there’s an impatient 
ground crew waiting to get you into the air without 
delay – you have to be absolutely in charge of your 
own gear and equipment. This is especially true with 
all the extra bits of kit (bridles, weak links, release 
pins, dollies, etc.) to get tangled up in. With so much 
going on, it could be easy to miss a tangled line 
or a twisted hang loop. This course really brought 
home to me how important it is to take the time 
for thorough pre-flight checks. I've brought this 
appreciation with me from the course back to my 
home sites on the coast.

Eight years ago I got the XC bug, but one and 
a half years ago I got it good and proper 
and I decided to fly 100km. I don’t think I 

appreciated just how many adventures and changes to my 
flying would occur along the way. The journey has been 
filled with good times, trying times, disappointment, 
excitement, and above all else the occasional moment’s 
thought (cloudbase, going on glide): How could anybody 
live their life and not have experienced this?

I’d always found the idea of flying long distances 
without a motor incredible. After getting out of the U.S. 
Navy in 2004, I spent six months living in a Winnebago 
and travelling around America, hitting all of the top 
kite surfing spots, but with my intermediate glider on 
the roof for the odd flight somewhere when the kiting 
wasn’t any good. By shear luck I stumbled across a few 
blokes with wings on the roof and struck up the usual 
conversation: “Any place to fly around here?” After a 
few laughs they told me I had been kiting near one of 
the country’s top sites – Chelan Butte – and the Chelan 
Classic 2004 was on that week. “Follow us,” was all it 
took. The basics of XC were explained, our driver’s phone 
number was shoved into my pocket and away I went. 
Only one problem, to get across to the flatlands where 
we were headed, I was supposed to fly across the widest 
river I had ever seen! These blokes were mad, there was 
no way I was going to cross that river without an engine. 
What I didn’t know were two things: What ‘wind-tech’ 
meant and that 45 minutes later I would be at cloudbase 
at 10,200ft, looking at the far edge of the river at about  
a 3:1 glide ratio. My first XC was on!

Summer and the road trip came to an end and I 
sold just about everything I owned and migrated to Oz 
in search of a career dream. It was another two years 
before I could afford another wing, but I never lost my 
appetite for XC flying. I eventually got a glider and moved 
to Perth hell-bent on XC, but with the time constraints of 
being a RAAF pilot trainee, there were only a few times 
when everything fell into place: mates, weather, driver 
and then… I never ‘got away’, not even 1km.

Discouraged? No. Determined? Yes. From those first 
few attempts in 2004 a full six years passed before I 
next ‘got away.’ Now, living in Newie, I went for a few 
days to the Gulgong 2010 comp. With my newly acquired 
secondhand topless, round basebar, not too small set of 
wheels, instruments mounted for optimum visibility (big 
flat part facing directly into the breeze), boxy harness 

complete with about 27 ropes, lines and pulleys all 
strangling that poor old carabiner, and old-school helmet 
(the kind Grant Heaney still wears) I was off. After 57km 
all I wanted was to break that magic 100km mark.

For those just starting off on their XC odyssey: 
there’ll be plenty of ‘character building’ days along 
the way. The number of times I’ve driven to launch for 
nothing, landed just far enough away to make getting 
back an ordeal, or been driven past on the side of 
the road with my thumb out (apparently I look like a 
terrorist) – those are the days you must realise that 
you’ve gained something by trying. If you’re new to XC, 
even an outlanding and figuring out how to get your 
glider over that fence is a valuable part of the learning.

The XC Clinic with Jonny and Curt at Forbes 2010 
was invaluable. I’ll be there again next time I get the 
chance! Jonny laughed, saying, “Mate, you’ve got to do 
something about that harness.” Maybe there’s a bit more 
to drag reduction than getting rid of the kingpost. Rohan 
helped me sort out the harness and basebar and, well, 
one look at Grant’s helmet and you’ll know what to do.

Corryong 2011 was great fun, but fly far I did not. 
The last day was my best, but only thanks to Steve from 
SA. I shuffled forward to launch early in the day and 
was about to jump just because it was my turn when 
Steve said, “I hate to say this to a pilot, but don’t go… 
everyone’s bombing out.” With a few decades more 
experience than me, I was happy to take his advice.  
Several hours later and fast asleep under my wing I felt 
a stern kick. It was Steve – the day was almost over, so I 
might as well get airborne. Some bloke on launch told me 
decisively that I must turn right to find lift… no one had 
got up on the left. Goal was left and so was my turn. I 
scratched at half ridge height for about 40 minutes then 
got away and made goal for the first time, albeit a ‘BBQ 
Goal’ ridge run for the last day. Thanks Steve!

They say, “How good is Dalby?” Once you’ve been 
you’ll know. Dalby 2011 was the first time my good 
flying mate ‘Rocket Rod’ and I really felt like we ‘were 
those guys’ out there flying cross-country. We got some 
k’s in most days, but – by now this seemed to be a trend 
– I was routinely flying about 60km, then lawn darting 
into the ground, figuratively… just seemed to fall out of 
the sky at about the same distance every flight!

Nearly all she wrote for another year. Plenty of dune-
gooning and winter attempts on the east coast, but 
just having moved back to WA, the only real XC before 

Dalby 2012 was one fun trip off Mt Bakewell just east of 
Perth – I executed the lawn dart manoeuvre after 58km.  

So when would it finally happen? I imagined a 
straight downwind task with 20kt tailwind and 9,000ft 
base… On day five of Dalby 2012, on the last leg of a 
110km triangle, looking from a distance at Dalby airport 
at an “Aw, I don’t know” glide angle, I found that last 
dissipating thermal of the day, it was all smiles and 
cheers as I took that last climb to the point of no doubt.  
Racing tactics be damned, the guns would have been into 
their third beers by now anyway, there was no way I was 
leaving this climb too early! And finally, after a year and 
a half of trying, I had done it!

I write this not to brag about a feat the guns achieve 
nearly every time they fly, but to encourage those 
who are contemplating their own XC journey. If you’ve 
got your local flying site licked and the landings are 
coming along, try breaking the bonds, linking a few 
thermals, and seeing where you end up. You’ll gain 
more confidence, experience and adventure in even a 
20-minute XC attempt than you would have boating 
around your local site for the entire day.

Where next? Stay tuned for “The Elusive 100 Miles” 
Who will join me? 

For me, hang gliding is all 

about the quest, the quest for 

the next level. As with most 

things, it’s the journey that 

matters most. The destination 

is just the place from which 

the next journey begins.

by Vic Hare

The Elusive First 100km
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Monday rolled around and some decided to do early 
tows, but others decided to try and beat the traffic 
and head back to Canberra, Sydney or Newcastle early. 
The weather didn’t look amazing, the forecast was 
due to get windier. Turns out it did get very windy and 
turbulent, but Curt and Dave decided to go for it anyway 
with an attempt to fly 200km to Manilla, or at least part 
of the way. They gave it a good crack and have some 
wild stories of rescuing Curt from a strange man in the 
hills of Coolah! More on that in Dave’s write up [www.

warrenwindsports.com.au/blog/travel-f lying-xc/
gulgong-easter-fly].

I had a fun drive home again in the company of Vicki 
and Molly. We broke up the slow traffic-jam of a journey 
in the Bilpin area to sample of the their amazing apple 
pies. Reminder: Don’t drive towards Sydney on the last 
day of a long weekend.

Overall a very successful and fun weekend in the 
Gulgong strip. Thanks to Bill for the Dragonflys, Steve, 
Brendan and Bobby for the towing and Ian for the use of 
the fantastic airstrip. 
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Club News

Product News

New EN-B paraglider by Gradient
Gradient has introduced a new high end EN-B paraglider: 
Nevada. Nevada incorporates some of the latest 
features first introduced in Aspen 4. Most important 
is the reduction of the number of lines (DD system), 
decreasing parasitic drag. The result is a EN-B glider 
with efficiency close to current EN-C class with notably 
more docile behaviour. Nevada is not aimed at the ‘first 
glider’ market as its general concept may not be suitable 
for total beginners. For pilots in this category Gradient 
offers the Golden 3 – one of the bestselling EN-B gliders. 
Nevada suits more experienced pilots who don’t fly 
often enough to justify stepping in the more demanding 
EN-C category. Nevada has typical Gradient-renowned 
precise handling and feedback characteristics.

Available from Paragliding Headquarters, with more 
details on [www.paraglidingheadquarters.com].

Changes in C-Pilot Flight Computer
C-Pilot flight computer is arguably the most sophisticated 
flight computer for free-flying available. The general 
concept is closer to a PC than your typical combo vario 
and the list of features is too long to list here. In the past 
few months there has been a dramatic improvement in 
the performance of the instrument by new firmware and 
a special piece of accessory, the C-Probe.

C-Probe is a patent-pending device combining 
pitot tube (indicated airspeed sensor) with two 
accelerometers. It replaces the common, obsolete and 
generally useless, impeller-type airspeed sensor. The 
new device features auto-calibration and is much less 
sensitive to precise alignment with relative wind than 
the impeller sensor. It means, we finally have something 
of practical use for paragliding application. No more 
cumbersome gadgets hanging from the harness, more 
accuracy and more data: the accelerometers can also be 
used for evaluating acro manoeuvres.

Paragliding Headquarters is the new Australian 
distributor for C-Pilot and Compass instruments. For 
more details see [www.paraglidingheadquarters.com].

Jiri Stipek

Genie Lite
Gin Gliders releases their all new light-
weight pod harness, the new 
Genie Lite. A top line harness 
with the option of removing 
the pod if desired.

The Gin design team paid great attention to 
ergonomics – the shape of the back contours and 
supports the body in all the right places. Piloting and 
feedback is very precise, yet the stability of the harness 
offers a reassuring feeling in turbulence. 

Delivered with 12cm Ginsoft Lite foam protector 
and certified EN and LTF, the Ginsoft Lite extends to the 
upper back at a thickness of 8.5cm, offering protection 
even in the case of a rescue deployment. Deployment 
itself is rapid and reliable due to the extra wide opening 
of the rescue container. A Safe T-bar and cocoon link 
system prevent the pilot taking off without fastening 
the leg and chest straps.

The Genie Lite weighs only 4.6kg (M size including 
carbon seat plate and carbon footplate), yet still offers 
excellent durability due to the use of advanced materials 
such as Dyneema. The Genie Lite comes complete with 
its own flight deck which holds up to 5L of ballast, and 

additional storage (3L) is available in 
a pocket under the seat. The built-in 

speed system is supplied with Harken 
pulleys and there are additional loops to 

fit larger pulleys. In case the cocoon is not 
required, it is easily detachable.
For information on the Genie Lite or other Gin Gliders 

products, please email <info@pgqld.com.au> or phone 
0418 155317.

Phil Hystek

Airdesign Products
AirDesign releases multi-purpose glider SuSi
SuSi is the abbreviation for Super Simple. It is neither a 
speed wing nor an acro glider. It is aimed at experienced 
paragliding pilots who want to have fun in all kinds of 
conditions and places; soaring in strong coastal winds, 
mountaineering, hike & fly and dynamic free-flying.

With only little brake input, the SuSi can be flown 
just like a standard paraglider, turning flat with amazing 
climb and good glide performance considering its size.

Using stronger pilot input, the SuSi becomes a super 
agile and very dynamic wing which can be turned like a 
speed glider. 
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Vale Rod Fuller

With the greatest sorrow I inform you that Rod Fuller 
passed away on 21 April 2012. Below an exerpt from 
an article on the FAI website:

“Little known, Rod Fuller was neverheless the first 
man to successfully fly the ‘Dickenson Wing’, template 
for all hang gliders to come.

Seventy-five year-old Australian, Rod Fuller was 
the first person to fly the flexible wing hang glider designed and created by John Dickenson in September 1963. 
The photograph of Rod flying along the Clarence River, towed by a water ski boat, in the Grafton ‘Daily Examiner’ 
signalled the initial spread of hang gliding around the world.

What is not generally known is that the flying partnership of Rod and John Dickenson perfected the principle of 
flight control of the revolutionary new wing. In the early days the pilot swinging from a single hang point for control 
was a completely untested technique. The length of the hang straps, the relationship of the hang point to the 
centre of pressure, the position for and aft of the A-frame and the height of the A-frame itself, were all variables 
whose interplay had to be tested to determine effective flight control.

Rod and John between them established the principles by which control authority could be maintained safely 
in a flexible wing vehicle.

Rod was well and truly bitten by the flying bug and went on to become well-known and respected in the 
Australian gliding fraternity. He became a Gliding Instructor and qualified as a Repairer and Glider Inspector. 

In 2011, CIVL awarded Rod its Hang Gliding Diploma, the words above being those of the Diploma citation.”
Rod leaves behind his wife Ann, his daughter Lesley and son-in-law Dion, and his two grandsons.

Graeme Henderson

Rod Fuller getting ready for take-off in October 1963,  
one month after his first flight

Win an ASI FlyNet Vario!
Enter your Best Article, complete with photos or illustrations, 
for publication in the upcoming issues of SkySailor and we will 
select one outstanding contribution to receive a free ASI FlyNet 
vario [www.asinstrument.ch], supplied courtesy of ASInstruments’ 
distributor, Jay Moulton.

Contributions for this competition will run for the August/
September issue and close by the October/November issue deadline of 
1 September 2012, to be announced in the October/November issue 
of Skysailor – in time for the summer season’s flying. Check the ‘SkySailor-Magazine’ 
Facebook page for updates on the competition. 

With just 3.2kg wing weight, the SuSi 16 offers 
high trim speed of 45km/h (at 85kg wing load) with an 
accelerated top-speed beyond 60km/h (fully loaded). 

Available in two sizes, 16m² and 18m², the SuSi 
is tested to EN-926-1 with a rated maximum take-off 
weight of 120kg. 

Size 18 is will be available in Australia from Sky Sport 
Sydney by the end of May 2012. Custom colours available 
on request. More information at [www.ad-gliders.com].

AirDesign Rise now certified LTF/EN B in all sizes

The new performance intermediate RISE from AirDesign 
is now certified LTF / EN-B in all sizes covering a take a 
total take-off weight range from 60 to 145kg.

Deriving from our high-end competition glider Pure, 
the Rise brings excellent performance, ease of flying and 
impressive passive safety into the EN-B class at a level 
that rises above normal expectations.

The Rise is perfectly suited for the progressing pilot 
with experience on a basic glider and looking for a wing 
with more performance and agility. It is also ideal for 
those pilots stepping back from higher rated wings who 
want performance with greater passive safety.

The AirDesign Rise is available in various sizes and 
colours at Sky Sport Sydney.

New AirDesign Volt certified LTF/EN-C
With the launch of the new EN-C glider Volt, AirDesign 
is adding another performer to its portfolio. The highly 
anticipated high performance sport class wing Volt has 
passed the LTF/EN-C certification in Size M without any 
use of folding lines.

The Volt is an evolution of the competition winning 
Pure and offers performance levels beyond many EN-D 
wings within the controllable comfort of the EN-C class. 

The Volt features a new performance profile, 3-line 
levels, polyamide rods in the leading edge and mini-ribs 
in the trailing edge. This leads to a precise and direct 
handling, lower brake pressure and impeccable launch 
characteristics.

According to Stephan Stiegler, former PG world 
champion and head of development at AirDesign, the 
Volt is suitable for a wide range of pilots, particularly 
improving thermal and XC pilots moving up into the LTF/
EN-C category. Size M (90 to 105kg) is expected to be 
available in Australia by the end of May 2012. Size S, SM 
and L are currently in certification to cover a total take-
off weight range from 70 to 120kg. Like all AirDesign 
wings, the Volt is available in custom colours on request.

More information is available at [www.ad-gliders.
com] or contact Ralf on ph: 0466 566288 or <ralf@
skysportsydney.com> [www.skysportsydney.com].

Ralf Gittfried

Sol Products 
New Sol Speed Sunglasses: Focus On Your Flying
Look at a cloud-filled sky, then look again through a 
pair of amber sunglasses. You’ll be surprised to see the 
hazy, bluish clouds jump suddenly into focus, revealing a 
world of unexpected detail. This is because our healthy 
eyes are set to focus on yellow, the middle of the 
colour spectrum. In bright white sunlight, red and blue 
extremes can seem slightly hazy. Amber glasses can 
correct this, making the new Sol Speed Sunglasses ideal 
for pilots to see the sky and foliage in sharper detail.

Made from high quality thermoplastic with 
polyurethane material, Sol Speed Sunglasses will not 
become deformed even in extremely cold weather 
conditions. A comfortable, lightweight wraparound fit 
is achieved with high density face foam giving soft facial 

Paragliders for beginners are usually known for rather 
poor performance and boring handling characteristics. 
With the Prion 2, Nova wants to eradicate these 
prejudices. Chief designer Hannes Papesh and his team 
took several proven details from the successful Mentor 
2 and Ion 2: Polyamide rods on the leading edge, less 
lines, three-level hybrid suspension, optimised sail 
tension and a lower aspect ratio than the previous 
model. In flight, the Prion 2 offers outstanding L/D and 
nicely balanced handling: rather low pressure on the 
brakes with instantaneous reaction on steering input 
and long brake travel, plus high damping on all axis to 

deliver plenty of confidence. Prion 2 is a great wing for 
beginners – but not just a boring beginners wing!

Once again Nova claims to set new benchmarks in a 
wing category: in the case of Prion 2, we want to raise 
the bar in terms of performance, stability and handling in 
the EN-A class, without raising the demands on the pilot.

To reach these goals, the Prion 2 is not just an 
evolution of the Prion (1), but a completely new design. 
Only the positioning as an entry-level wing stayed the 
same and therefore the name. The new model has more 
cells, three-level hybrid suspension, Polyamide rods 
instead of Mylar reinforcements, a different airfoil, and 

a lower aspect ratio.
Of course, instructors will enjoy the high safety, 

the robustness of the materials and the durability of 
the wing. Paragliding students, however, will enjoy the 
reduced line concept: there isn’t a lot to sort to get ready 
for take-off. On size M, the overall line consumption 
measures a mere 227m! The launch behaviour is as 
easy and comfortable as it should be in this class. The 
Polyamide rods make it even easier than on Prion 1.

Detailed data are available at [http://nova-wings.
com/english/products/glider/prion_2.html].

Till Gottbrath, Nova

Nova Prion 2 – New EN-A Wing
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AirDesign SuSi

Notice of VHPA Annual  
General Meeting

VHPA will be holding its AGM  
on 21 August 2012 at 7:30pm  

at the Retreat Hotel,  
226 Nicholson Street, Abbotsford.
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Moyes new Litespeed RX3 and RX3.5
If you’re a pilot weighing in between 50 and 75kg, you’ll 
be excited to hear about the launch of Moyes’ new 
Litespeed RX3 and RX3.5.

The one wing you’ve been hoping and waiting for, for 
years is now here!

Light, fast and perfectly balanced, the RX is the 
latest evolution of the Litespeed line, completing the 
range of Moyes’s high performance gliders.

The RX3 is the first advanced competition glider 
ever to allow light pilots to finally compete effectively 
with their heavier counterparts. And the RX3.5, with its 
slightly larger span, yet smaller surface area, combines 
all the attributes of its predecessors, the LS3.5 and LS4 
– and so much more.

Moyes designer and championship pilot, Gerolf 
Heinrichs, has focused his considerable expertise on the 
refinement and fine-tuning of our light weight gliders to 
produce these latest additions to the celebrated Moyes 
Litespeed range.

With the RX, pilots under 75kg can now enter a 
whole new dimension of high performance flying – and 
here’s why:

The RX3 and the RX3.5 both feature a 10cm greater 
span, creating a faster, more racy performance, and also 
show a 9% flatter sail cut, resulting in a much improved 
high speed glide – and a higher top end speed.

These new models have undergone a gentle 
reshaping of the trailing edge plan form, which achieves 
a more balanced feel in thermals with less high-siding, 
for effortless thermaling.

Additionally, the RX models sport a new, improved 
cloth rib section across the wing span, providing a better 
controlled under-surface for improved pitch stability.

This latest evolution of the Moyes Litespeed line with 
its higher aspect ratio features further changes to the 
sail design and cut to maximise handling characteristics 

when launching, landing and thermalling - and improving 
speed. The RX is available in two sizes – RX3 for pilot 
weights between 50 and 65kg and RX3.5 for pilots, 65 
to 75kg.
Specifications RX3 RX3.5
Size   12.8m2 13.5m2

Span  9.77m 10.07m
Aspect Ratio 7.35 7.51
Optimum pilot only  
weight range 57kg +/- 7kg 70kg +/- 7kg

Vicki Cain 

support and elasticity. A dual vent system maximises air 
circulation inside the glasses.

The lenses are anti-glare, shatterproof, have anti-
scratch protection on the outer, a special coating for 
improved anti-fog and have UV400 technology blocking 
100% of UVA, UVB and UVC.

Sol Speed Sunglasses are compatible with most 
helmets and one size fits all. Available from Central 
Coast Paragliding for $140 plus postage and handling. 

New Sol Nitro Reserve – Zero Porosity  
and Controls To Steer
The new emergency parachute from Sol combines the 
advantages of the traditional PDA-type reserves in 
terms of stability and no need of pilot intervention, 
with the characteristics of a Rogallo-type wing in glide 
and steering. Sol dedicated over a year to develop this 
project of 2 in 1 reserve. According to Sol, the new 

parachute behaves similarly to a traditional reserve if 
the pilot does not interfere, but if necessary the pilot 
can steer it with the controls that allow acceleration to 
produce the desired direction.

The Nitro also offers the advantage of quick inflation 
due to its small size, in addition to similar volume and 
weight to a traditional middle size reserve, between  
2 and 2.2kg.

The Nitro is completing the certification process in 
two sizes, 25 and 27, for up to 100 and 120kg each. Its 
sink rate is between 4.2 and 3.8m/s at maximum load.

The new Sol Nitro reserve is now available from 
Central Coast Paragliding, based one hour drive north of 
Sydney. Paul offers a FREE repack with any purchase of 
the Sol Nitro. For more information contact Paul on 0421 
072897 or visit [www.ccparagliding.com.au]. 

Paul Cox

Niviuk Hamak 2 – A Step up in Comfort 
The original Hamak harness returns with several 
improvements. If you didn’t think Niviuk could make 
their Hamak more comfortable, think again. The catch-
cry from pilots experiencing the Hamak 2 is ‘throw me 
a blanket and I’ll see you in the morning’. The intuitive 
adjustments allow piloting of the wing 
in a fully upright position, a slightly 
upright position, or in a totally supine 
position for cross country flights.

With use of the most technologically 
advanced materials, Niviuk created a 
lighter, more aerodynamic harness, 
featuring mesh on all components which 
are in contact with the pilot, allowing 
comfort and excellent ventilation. In 
addition, the Hamak 2 employs easy 
shoulder and leg adjustments, two 
buckle security, and Niviuk’s optimum 
reserve position extraction system 
(certified EN-LTF).

Features of the Hamak 2 also include:
 ➲ Aerodynamic neoprene skirt
 ➲  Large dorsal storage area with inner radio/liquid 

pack pocket
 ➲ Two zipped pockets on each side of the harness
 ➲ Removable and adjustable foot rest
 ➲ Elastic string for retracting the speedbar
 ➲  Harken pulleys to offer less effort and more fluidity 

when using the speedbar
 ➲  Visible rings to attach ballast, cockpit instruments 

or towing bridle
 ➲ ‘Y’ Risers for rescue

Weighing in at just 5.6kg (harness and protection, 
size M), the Hamak 2 comes in three sizes: small – from 
152 to 169cm, medium – from 170 to 184cm and large 
– from 185 to 198cm.

The Hamak 2 is available from Central Coast 
Paragliding, based one hour drive north of Sydney. For 
more information on the Hamak 2 and other Niviuk 
products contact Paul at Central Coast Paragliding on 
0421 072897 or visit [www.ccparagliding.com.au].

Paul Cox
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It's on again!

Paraglide New Zealand
January 2013

Due to the fantastic success of our 2012 N.Z. tour, we’re doing it again.
Join CFI Phil Hystek and fly the spectacular mountain and coastal 

sites of our nearest neighbour.
Stunning scenery, crystal clear air and great company.

Tour 1 January 8-15, 2013 Canterbury area, Wanaka and Queenstown

Tour suitable for all pilots, but specifically low airtime pilots.

Tour 2 January 17-24, 2013. Canterbury area, Cragieburns, Wanaka

Tour suitable for all pilot skill level.

Full tour cost and details, please contact Phil at 

<info@pgqld.com.au> or +61 418 155 317
Check out our 2012 tour video at <pgqld.com.au>
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Skywalk Cayenne4 certified LTF/EN-C in five sizes
Skywalk complements the Cayenne4 range with the sizes XS and XL and now covers a launch weight range 
of 60 to 130kg.

The Cayenne4 is a high-end sport class glider within the safety limits of the LTF/EN-C. Certification was 
achieved without the use of any folding lines. Nevertheless, the Cayenne4 goes beyond the scope of the 
usual with only 2 main lines per side and level as well as a true 3-line concept.

With an aspect ratio of more than 6 points and total line length of exactly 254m including brake lines 
a new level of performance await the future Cayenne4 pilot. 

Offering a direct handling and high stability even fully accelerated the genes of the Poison3 shine 
through.The implementation of a rigid foil system in the leading edge combined with so-called C-Wire 
elements plus mini-ribs in the trailing edge provide the Cayenne4 with outstanding glide at all speed levels.

Designed for the experienced XC pilot looking for excellent performance, the Cayenne4 sets a new 
benchmark in the EN-C class.

For more information please visit [www.skywalk.info] or contact Ralf at Sky Sport Sydney, ph: 0466 
566288 or <ralf@skysportsydney.com> [www.skysportsydney.com]. Ralf Gittfried

Hamak 2

RX3

RX3.5
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The competition, due to be held in Cavallaria, Lessolo, Italy, from 24 to 29 September 2012, 
should see around 70 female pilots from across the world converge for a week of high level 
competition and learning. 

The success of the last two Spanish events, which were the only all-female competitions to 
be sanctioned by the FAI, has encouraged the organisers to take the event on tour. Italy is this 
year’s chosen destination.

Many participants were keen to come together for another week of competition, camaraderie 
and fun in the sun. Last year’s event saw a number of new nations represented, with a strong 
contingent of Norwegian, Japanese and Dutch women in attendance. It is hoped that changing 
the venue will attract even more women to sign up. 

Organisers commented: “The first year, many pilots were unsure what the atmosphere 
would be like, but within hours it became clear that bringing women from all walks of life, of 
all ages and all levels of experience together created a unique atmosphere of learning, sharing 
and competitiveness. It was a resounding success. In 2011, this buzz spread and alongside the 
flying, there were more social activities and talks. Feedback from competitors was excellent.”

At present, the 2012 competition is attracting interested participants from five continents. 
This truly will be an international event.

The Flying Area
The site of Cavallaria is located near Ivrea and offers many opportunities for designing safe but 
interesting tasks for all levels of pilot. The flying area includes foothills, plains and the alpine 
mountains in the nearby Val Chiusella, it offers four take-off sites of different sizes and orientation, giving a high 
probability of flying whatever the wind direction. All the sites are suitable for all levels of pilots.

Cavallaria plays host to many national and international paragliding competitions each year. The competition is 
fortunate to have the help and assistance of members of the local paragliding club who compete internationally at 
the highest levels.

Women paraglider pilots from around the world are 

set to take to the Italian skies in the third Women’s 

Paragliding Open. 
by Judith Mole

Media
The Women’s Open has had a large social media presence, with organisers and 
participants sharing their experiences on Facebook, Twitter and the Women’s Open 
daily blog. During the 2011 event the competition website attracted in excess of 
4,500 visitors from 62 countries as well as print and electronic media representation 
worldwide.

Nicky Moss, the competition director, says: “The Women’s Open is an inclusive event, 
attracting pilots who have never competed, to national champions. The atmosphere is 
competitive, but at the same time friendly and supportive. A lot of women have gone on 
to compete successfully in other national and international events.”

One of the arguments for holding an all-women paragliding competition is that 
traditionally, the sport is male-dominated: 80% of paraglider pilots are men. Such 
an imbalance is often said to discourage many women from finding their way into 
the competition scene. Organisers hope that the all-women format will go some 
way to address that concern, and are committed to providing a supportive learning 
environment for new pilots while maintaining a high level of competition.

Nicky, a British pilot who has competed at international level for several years, 
explained: “The women’s open is not meant to replace other competitions or act as 
an alternative women’s championship, rather it’s an addition to a healthy competition 
scene, providing women with a learning and competition opportunity.”

Judith Mole added: “I don’t think there is anything wrong with women-only 
competitions. There are lots of fringe benefits other than women learning more about 
competitions. Having women organising comps, on task and safety committees and 
making decisions in the lead gaggle is a good thing not just for women in paragliding, 
but for the sport of paragliding  in general.”

The Women’s Open 2012 will be run like any traditional paragliding competition. 
Pilots will be set tasks of around 100km a day, and will, weather-permitting, fly five 
days. However, unlike a traditional paragliding competition, organisers also plan to 
run a series of lectures and workshops, helping the participants to improve their 
flying, both in competitions and cross-country. The Women’s Open is also unique in 
that it is the only event organised by women for women.  

Ariane Kunzli 
Photo: Anita Hafdis Bjornsdottir

Anita Hafdis Bjornsdottir 
Photo: Samuel Alexandersson

3rd International All-Women 
Paragliding Open – Cavallaria, 
Italy, 24 to 29 September 2012
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some hills baking in the sun. We watch on closely, but 
he finds nothing…

We continue circling in what seems an endless 
nothing, covering much ground by drifting along like 
a lone leaf in the wind, a lost feather far from home. 
Sightseeing in the wind. Gliding beneath high clouds’ 
shadows, we fly until a our vario sings again, “beep, 
beep, beep…” ‘Up!’ it calls as we emerge from the 
shadows. Patience has prevailed, but this will be our last 
exciting ride into the cold room. Our lone glide comes to 
an end as we prepare to land just short of Bingara.

Soon after the road approaches us below and we 
descend lower and lower as we look for a safe piece of 
ground to land on. The wind picks up a little and there’s 
a barbed wire fence and a big black bull and horses in 
another paddock to the side.

Adam lands us safely in the grass, although the big 
black bull is not happy and runs towards us, his nose 
steaming, he grunts at us and stomps the ground with 
his hooves. Great, I thought, after a lovely flight we now 
face being trampled by a bull, what a way to end the day!

Adam talks gently to the bull, “It’s alright, calm 
down.” He was calming me down at the same time, my 
heart was beating like a stomping bull. I slowly crouched 
down to show the bull I was little and we both took off 
our helmets and glasses. The bull was about a metre 
from Adam’s back and if it got any closer, his plan was to 

distract it so I could run to the nearest fence to safety.  
I doubt I would have left him to be trampled.

Adam starts to pack up his glider and finally the bull 
calms down and slowly walks away. Phew! Picking up the 
glider we start walking out of the bull’s paddock noticing 
two more staring at us. I was eager to get out of there 
quickly when Adam warned me to watch out so as to not 
step on a brown snake, but I was too worried about the 
angry bull to care.

While walking out of the paddock, now laughing at 
our recent near death experience, the sun started to 
set. Adam took my hand to admit he enjoys my company 
more than any other and would like to spend the rest of 
his days with me. In shock, I smiled back at him and said 
“Yes, I’d love to marry you, but can we first get out of 
this bull’s paddock?”

Soon after Adam’s proposal we reach an electric, 
barbed wire fence and after jumping over it, we reach the 
road to wait for our lift. Soon after, farmer Phillip pulls 
up and gives us a lift back to his little country house out 
of Bingara. It was his paddock we landed in. He and his 
lovely wife Kay helped me contact our friend for a pick 
up since my mobile had no service. Adam and I greatly 
appreciated their kindness as Phillip gave us a ride back 
to the road to wait for our lift.

What an amazing day!  

Awesome flying!  
Just landed after a 100km tandem with 
Adam and picking out lots of prickles.

T he take off from Mt Borah went well. My heart always 
beats a little faster at reaching the clouds.

Our flight started off quite slow and low, but the 
scenery is amazing: markings of bright to dark green, golden 
grass lands, the great blue sky and the dark rolling mountains.

We glided over Split Rock dam and caught a thermal over it. 
What a beautiful sight, circling over the blue glistening water 
with streaks of green along the edges.

Pushing north over the lush green forest we continue on, as 
we catch a glimpse of a mine site on our route to Barraba with 
flashes of aqua waters. I hear the vario beep as we climb higher 
into the blue sky. Thermalling up, we soon enter the cold room. 
By now my nose is running and my hands are numb from the cold 
air. Even my teeth feel the cold up here in the blue and white sky.

Now we are at 2400m and the view is breathtaking, I struggle 
to take photos – my hands shaking from cold. I try to ignore my 
shivering, stunned by the scenic view unrolling in front of me.

Clouds streak the blue sky with their whiteness – we can see 
Barraba in the distance. As we descend, the sun starts to defrost 
my hands and body until we glide along to another thermal and are 
lifted up again, soaring round and round.

Over the last three days I clocked 

up 180km flying tandem with my 

fiancee, Adam Osten. Each flight 

will stay in my memory forever, but 

the last one was the most romantic 

getaway…

by Sonya Dales

It is peaceful up here with the wind on my face, 
the blue sky with clouds forming in the distance and 
the beautiful earth laid out beneath our feet. The dark 
green hills, winding lakes, the deep blue glittering dam, 
the dirt roads and the rolling golden fields with specks 
of cattle and matchbox houses with pools – all so tiny I 
could pick them up like toys.

There are flocks of tiny white birds flying beneath. 
What an amazing experience to be here in the big blue – 
I’m taking every bit of scenery to hold it in my memory.

After passing Barraba, we push on to wherever the 
wind takes us, we look for wind lines on the little dams, 
or bits of grass flying, or an eagle circling, anything to 
take us higher – to appease the excitement within and 
get the heart beating just that little bit faster.

Still travelling at 2000m we come across another 
glider – a flash looking one – gliding along. As we glide 
alongside, a beautiful eagle joins us from above – his 
wings outstretched, looking down on us circling, keeping 
a close eye on where we are going.

Together we fly, searching intensively for that 
whirling lift. Round and round we go, drifting along with 
the wind, patiently waiting for another thermal as the 
other glider and the eagle make a break and head off. 
Barraba is now a speck in the distance and disappears 
from our sight. Ahead is a gorgeous valley with steep 
and mysterious walls. The flash glider makes a dash for 

Breathless in Manilla

Photos: Sonya Dales
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A 
procedure has been developed and documented, 
to ensure occurrence reports submitted to the 
HGFA are incorporated into the HGFA Safety 

Management System, which will allow HGFA to manage 
its risk and collate and summarise occurrence reports, 
which will be disseminated to each State Association and 
Senior Safety Officers who will in turn communicate to 
Clubs for safety awareness. State Associations and Clubs 
will work together to determine the probable cause and 
return their recommendations to the HGFA who will 
report and publish into SkySailor for all members to view.

HGFA Occurrence Reports 

Number: 43
Date:  10 January 2012
Occurrence Name:  HG accident
State:  WA
Discipline:  HG
Occurrence Summary:
Landing – two hours of flying, wind was picking up – lost 
required height over water, turned onto final approach 
in prone – went into hang position and moved left hand 
from basebar to upright, then missed upright with right 
hand – right wing lifted and off course from beach – 
regained control although could not make it to open area 
– got caught in rotor and crashed.
IRIS Manager and SSO:
SSO: Gavin Nicholls, HGFA Number: 34735
Date: 11 March 2012
Cause:
Fortunately I was able to view this landing on YouTube 
to ascertain any incident causes. My video observation 
concluded the pilot made several errors during the landing:

The last turn (180 degree) into final glide for landing 
on the beach was done too low, especially for this pilot’s 
skill level. There is a very large area available to loose 
height and set up for a long final glide, the pilot didn’t 
take advantage of this.

The pilot moved from prone to hang during this final 
turn, thus affecting his control through the turn. (he 
probably did this because of his low height).

The pilot’s input to come out of the final turn was 
not sufficiently decisive or early enough to line up on 
the landing area along the beach. Subsequently the 
pilot over-extended his turn (about 210 instead of 180 
degrees). The pilot didn’t adequately allow for the strong 
crosswind he would experience through this final turn, 
also contributing to over-shooting the turn and later 
difficulty to angle back more into wind.

Subsequently, the final glide at a low height was 
poorly aligned (not directly along the beach with a 
cross or ‘crabbing’ with a slight front to crosswind 
component) it was side to tailwind. Notwithstanding 
more assertive corrective input could have still enabled 
an early recovery, however, this was done way too late.   

The pilot’s description of a transition error (hand 
moving from base bar to downtube) was not the cause of 
his landing difficulty, as the pilot’s hand was still on the 
base bar through final glide when the pilot was already 
in trouble. However, the right hand transition issue 
would have inhibited the pilot to input the required firm 
corrective action later in the final glide when he realised 
he was in trouble.
Recommendation:
Pilot is to allow more height to execute his last turn onto 
final glide (especially for 180 degrees over water) .

 

As reported in our e-newsletter Airwaves, I, John 
Twomey, recently Treasurer and a member of the 
HGFA Committee of Management, am once again 

the HGFA Operations Manager.
Some of the elements below were previously 

reported in Airwaves, but they are worth repeating. 
Also many members have not registered a current email 
address with the HGFA Office and the HGFA must rely on 
the magazine to communicate with those persons.

The important new element below is the note 
regarding insurance and overseas travel and flying.

HGFA Insurance
Important to note re: overseas travel and flying:

The HGFA’s public liability insurance policy for the 
year ending 31 March 2013 does not provide coverage 
outside of Australia and New Zealand. The previous 
policy provided limited coverage while travelling and 
flying overseas, however, this was not able to be 
arranged with the insurers chosen for this current 
period. It is anticipated it will be again provided in the 
next insurance period.

The Certificate of Currency is now available on the 
HGFA website.

HGFA Office Telephone Hours Notice
(From HGFA Committee of Management) 
Until further notice you are politely requested not to 
telephone the HGFA Office on Wednesdays or before 
10am AEST on the other days of the working week.

The telephone will be switched to an answering 
service during the closed hours. 

Please continue sending in email and fax as normal.
This request is being made for two reasons:

1.  As from 8 May 2012 we have two new office 
administrative staff members under training, and

2.  there is a need to develop new systems within the 
Office and various other HGFA projects on which our 
key staff need to concentrate.
Progress of these tasks will benefit greatly from 

those time period (Wednesdays and early mornings) 
free of telephone interruptions. 

HGFA Instructors Conference
The majority of Chief Flight Instructors (CFIs) and 
Flight Instructors (FIs) will be attending an Instructor 
Conference on 22 and 23 May 2012.

HGFA Forms
All current and appropriate HGFA forms, dated February 
2012 or later, are located at [www.hgfa.asn.au] under 
‘Forms’. All submissions to the office are required to use 
the current forms, not the older versions.

Wheeled Powered Paraglider Operations  
are NOT Legal!
There is still a lot of misinformation, if not denial, out 
there in our great broad land regarding such operations.

Putting it bluntly:
 ➲ Wheeled powered paragliding training is illegal.
 ➲ Wheeled powered paragliding operations are illegal.

If it is established that a person is conducting 
wheeled PPG training, they will be the subject of a 
Disciplinary Tribunal as per Section 5 of the HGFA 

Constitution, a copy of which can be found on the  
HGFA website.

Any person involved in any such illegal activities as 
in 1. and 2. above will be taking a serious risk, as they 
would be, firstly, risking prosecution and heavy fines 
from CASA; and would also be risking everything they 
own because the HGFA Insurers would reasonably refuse 
to pay damages arising from court proceedings against 
you resulting from such illegal activities.  

The HGFA position is clear and you would be solely 
responsible for such claims for damages. 

The HGFA Policy is clearly stated below.
It was specifically stated by CASA in their 2011 and 

2012 Audits of HGFA and our Operations that wheeled 
PPG operations are illegal.

Although the latest CAO 95.8 provides for such 
wheeled operations, they remain illegal until CASA has 
approved a new HGFA Operations Manual containing 
provision for the appropriate management and 
administration of these activities; a draft new manual 
has been submitted to CASA and it will take as long as it 
takes to achieve agreement, asking will not speed up its 
progress through the CASA system.

When agreement is reached with CASA on a new 
HGFA Operations Manual, and when the HGFA Committee 
of Management is satisfied appropriate documentation 
and procedures are fully in place for managing, 
administering and training of these wheeled operations, 
then the new Operations Manual will be released. 

In February 2011 the policy was published in  
Soaring Magazine. 

I direct your attention to the following extracts 
from February 2011 Soaring Magazine published by the 
previous Operations Manager. 

“Wheeled Powered Operations – Important Announcement
There has been recent internal debate and corres- 
pondence regarding the legality of wheeled motorised/
powered operations within HGFA operational control.

I appreciate this is an exciting and developing aspect 
of HGFA flying activity, however, it is the duty of the 
HGFA to remind pilots engaged in this activity their 
conduct is currently illegal and exposes operators to 
the possibility of serious personal consequences and 
reputational damage to our sport in the unfortunate 
likelihood of an incident.

CASA is in the process of establishing the correct 
legal framework and the HGFA is developing the 
operational framework.

In the meantime, wheeled powered operations under 
HGFA governance are illegal and all such activities should 
cease immediately until the legal gap is closed.

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between 
HGFA and RAAus
The MOU has been agreed and signed by both parties 
and submitted to CASA. Work has yet to be completed 
in the HGFA Office to accommodate and implement 
the agreement which standardises all aspects of 
administering Weightshift Microlights across the two 
organisations.

John Twomey  
<manager.operations@hgfa.asn.au> & 0417 644633

O
p

er
a

ti
o

n
s 

M
a

n
a

g
er

’s
 R

ep
o

rt

42 SKYSAILOR

HGFA Document  
Map System

HGFA Document Map Register has been 
developed to create a version control 
system for all HGFA Forms, Manuals, and 
Syllabus, which will allow all to view 
and access the HGFA documentation 
structure. Due to recent Entry Control 
Procedures placed by CASA, the HGFA 
Document Map will assist in meeting 
compliance obligations.

A single point of access to view the 
HGFA Document Map Register and 
forms are available on the HGFA 
website location:

[www.hgfa.asn.au] – ‘Forms’ 
The objective is to ensure the correct 
Version Control is used at all times by 
members, HGFA Instructors and HGFA 
National Office. 

Current Version: v1.0 Feb 2012

HGFA Office Manager

HGFA have reinstated an accident and incident reporting 

system which allows online occurrence reporting through IRIS 

(Integrated Risk Information System). This is available on [www.

hgfa.asn.au]. Occurrence Reporting has been designed for all 

members to login with ease. To log an occurrence report please 

use your HGFA membership number as your login and ‘HGFA’ as 

your password, which can be changed once logged in.

by HGFA Office Manager

Justin Shaw over the quarry
Photo: Andrew (Chuckie) Shipley
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gmail.com>; PR: Cedar Anderson 0429 070380 
<cedaranderson@gmail.com>; Sites: Peter 
Wagner 0431 120942, Col Rushton 0428 
751379 <colin.rushton@bigpond.com>; 
SSO (PG): Lindsay Wooten 0427 210993  
<lindsaywootten@bigpond.com>; SSO (HG): 
Andrew Polidano 0428 666843 <andrew@
poliglide.com>. Meetings: 2nd Fri/month, 7pm,  
Tyagarah airstrip south hangar.

NSW Sky Hawks
Pres: Brett Coupland 0409 162616 <brett@
ppgaustralia.com>; V-Pres: Tony Dennis 0418  
574068 <fly@trikefan.com>; Sec: William 
Olive 0412 423133 <William.Olive@hne 
health.nsw.gov.au>; Trs: John Jablonskis 
0407 935785 <johnjj27@hotmail.com>.

Stanwell Park Hang Gliding & Paragliding Club
PO Box 258 Helensburgh NSW 2508; Pres/ 
Trs: Peter Ffrench 0403 076149 <president 
@flystanwell.com> <treasurer@flystanwell.
com>; Sec: Phillipe Gray Doyle 0414 919657 
<secretary@flystanwell.com>; Committee: 
Fred Smeaton 0402 808031 <skypilot105@
gmail.com>; SSO: Mark Mitsos 0408 864083, 
<SSO@flystanwell.com>.

Sydney Hang Gliding Club
[www.sydneyhangglidingclub.org.au], <shgc 
@live.com.au>. Pres: Lynette Black <lynette 
black@hotmail.com>; V-Pres: Vicki Cain 
<moyes@moyes.com.au>; Sec: Bruce Wynne 
<bwynne@bigpond.net.au>; Trs: John Selby 
<johnselby@idx.com.au>; SSO: Doug Sole; SO: 
Ken Stothard. Meetings: Juniors@the Junction, 
Anzac Pde, Maroubra, 8pm 3rd Wed/month.

Sydney Paragliding & Hang Gliding Club
PO Box 840, Mona Vale NSW 2103 [www.
flysydney.org]. Pres: Peter Rundle 0417 684 
313 <sf27mz@gmail.com>; V-Pres: Brett 
Coupland 0409 162616, <brett@whirlwind.
com.au>; Sec: Kirsten Seeto <kirsten.flys@
gmail.com>; Trs: Nico Hundling 0488 096418 
<nicohundling@gmail.com>; Social Sec: Shanta  
Wallace 0416 938227 <shanta@noworries-
hq.com>; SSO: Sandy Thomson 0419 250220  
<sandythomson1@bigpond.com>; Informa- 
tion: Rory Angus 0421 769765 <rory.angus 
@stockland.com.au>; Committee: Hume 
Winzar 0408 190321 <winzar@gmail.com>, 
David Holmes 0408 366505 <ny_studios@
hotmail.com>. Meeting: Harbord Bowling Club, 
Bennett St, Freshwater, 7pm 1st Tue/month 
(except January).

Queensland
Caboolture Microlight Club
50 Oak Place, Mackenzie QLD 4156. Pres: 
Derek Tremain 07 33957563, <derekjo@gil.
com.au>; Sec: John Cresswell 07 34203254, 
<crezzi@lineone.net>; SO: Graham Roberts 
07 32676662, <trike@tpg.com.au>.

Cairns Hang Gliding Club
PO Box 661 Smithfield QLD 4878 <flying@
cairnshangglidingclub.org>, [www.cairnshang 
glidingclub.org]. Pres: Bob Hayes 0438 710 
882; V-Pres: Brett Collier 0431 151150; Sec: 
Tracey Hayes 0418 963796; Trs: Daniel Keech 
0427 888893; Committee: Brod Osborne, Joe 
Reese & Uwe Peter.

Canungra Hang Gliding Club Inc.
PO Box 41, Canungra QLD 4275; [www.chgc. 
asn.au]. Pres: Dave Staver 0409 435953 <president 
@chgc.asn.au>; V-Pres: Jason Turner 0432 

105906 <vicepresident@chgc.asn.au>; Sec: 
Mark Kropp 0416 181915 <secretary@chgc.
asn.au>; Trs: Hana Krajcova 0424 257381 
<treasurer@chgc.asn.au>; Executive: Greg 
Hollands 07 32534239 (w), 07 38448566 
(h); Socials: Wayne Jater 0438 818707; SSO 
PG: Phil Hystek 0418 155317, 07 55434000 
(h), Brandon O’Donnell 0416 089889.

Capricornia Paraflyers Inc
92 Stanley St, Rockhampton QLD. Pres/Sec: 
Shayne Towers-Hammond <shayne.16@hot 
mail.com> 0434 544148; V-Pres: Jonathan 
Glass <sansabina@gmail.com> 0408 186 
716; Trs: Fraser Strain <fdstrain@bigpond.
net.au> 0439 696699; SSO: Jean-Luc Lejaille  
<rainbow_flyer@hotmail.com> 0418 754157.

Central Queensland Skyriders Club Inc.
’The Lagoons’ Comet River Rd, Comet QLD  
4702. Pres: Alister Dixon (instructor) 0438  
845119, <apdixon@bigpond.com>; Sec: James  
Lowe 0418 963315, <j.lowe@cqu.edu.au>; 
Trs: Adrienne Wall 07 49362699, <jaw12@
bigpond.com>; Events: Jon Wall 0427 177 
237, <jonathon.a.wall@team.telstra.com>; 
SSO: Bob Pizzey 0439 740187, 07 49387607. 
Towing Biloela: Paul Barry 07 49922865, 
<prbarry@tpg.com.au>.

Conondale Cross-Country Club
[www.conondaleflyers.asn.au/] Pres: Denis Davis  
0428 130375; V-Pres: Paul Underwood 0407 177 
793; Sec: Andrew Dobinson <andrewdobinson 
@gmail.com>; Trs: Steve Stocker 0411 226733. 

Dalby Hang Gliding Club
17 Mizzen St, Manly West QLD 4179. Pres: 
Daron Hodder 0431 240610, <daron@aclad.
com.au>; Sec/Trs: Annie Crerar 0418 711821, 
<annie.bruce@bigpond.com>; SSO: Jason Reid  
0424 293922, <jasonr@gleda.com.au>.

Fly Killarney Inc.
Pres/SSO: Lindsay Wootten 0427 210993, 
<lindsaywootten@bigpond.com>; V-Pres: 
Dave Gibbs 0429 775554, <davegibbsuphi@
yahoo.com.au>; Sec: Paul McCullough 
<plrmcc@yahoo.com.au>; Trs: Sonya Fardell, 
0415 156256, <s.fardell@uq.edu.au>.

Paradise Flyers Inc.
Pres: Ben Darke 0418 753220 <ben@water 
bed.com.au>; Sec: Brett Paull 0435 203153 
<101airbourne@gmail.com>; Trs: Grant Cassar 
07 33327535 <grantcassar@iinet.net.au>.

Sunshine Coast Hang Gliding Club
PO Box 227, Rainbow Beach QLD 4581; 
<intheair@ozemail.com.au>. Pres: Geoffrey 
Cole 0408 420808, 07 5455 4661; V-Pres 
& SSO (HG): David Cookman 0427 498753; 
V-Pres (PG): Tex Beck 0407 238017; Trs: 
Gary Allen 0417 756878; Sec: Janine Krauchi 
<jkrauchi@rainbowshores.com.au>; (HG): 
David Cookman 0427 498573, 07 54498573; 
SSO (PG): Jean-Luc Lejaille 0418 754157,  
07 54863048.

Wicked Wings Toowoomba HG & PG Club
Pres: Peter Schwenderling 0427 461347 
<swendo1@bigpond.net.au>; Trs: David Toal 
0431 335184 <david@shamrockaviation.
com.au>, Sec: Sonya Fardell 0415 156256, 
<s.fardell@uq.edu.au>.

Whitsundays Hang Gliding Club
Sec/Trs: Ron Huxhagen 07 49552913, fax: 
07 49555122, <sitework@bigpond.net.au>.

Northern Territory
Alice Springs Hang Gliding & Paragliding Club
Pres: Ricky Jones 0406 098354, <redcentre 
paragliding@yahoo.com>, contact for para- 
motoring, PG ridge soaring & thermal flying.

Victoria
Dynasoarers Hang Gliding Club
<dynasoarers@gmail.com>; Pres: Peter 
Hannah; SSO: Rob van der Klooster 0408 
335559, Jan Bennewitz 0423 139923. 
Meetings: 1st Fri/month, venue see [www.
dynasoarers.vhpa.org.au].

Melbourne Hang Gliding Club Inc.
PO Box 5278, South Melbourne VIC 3205 [www.
melbourne.vhpa.org.au]. Pres: Glenn Bachelor 
0419 324730, <Hangliding@netspace. 
net.au>; Sec: Peter Cass 0422 246326, 
<P_J_Cass@yahoo.com.au>; Trs: Noel Bear 
0425 801813, <Treasurer@mhgc.asn.au>; 
SSO: Peter Holloway 0408 526805, <info@
freedomairsports.com.au>, Committee: 
Jozsef Patyi, Merv Dannefaerd & David Moore. 
Meetings: 3rd Wed/month, Tower Hotel, 686 
Burwood Road, Hawthorn East VIC 3123. 

North East Victoria Hang Gliding Club
Pres: John Chapman 0412 159472 <chappo 
252@gmail.com>; Sec: Bill Oates 0466 440 
049 <secretary@nevhgc.net>; Trs: Barb Scott  
0408 844224; Committee: Barb Scott 0408 
844224, Bill Brooks 0409 411791, Alex 
Morgan 0400 232767; SSO: Karl Texler 0428 
385144; Meetings: [www.nevhgc.net/].

Skyhigh Paragliding Club
[www.skyhighparagliding.org]. Pres: Phil  
Lyng <pres@skyhighparagliding.org.au>;  
V-Pres: Ron Campbell <vp@skyhighparaglid 
ing.org.au>; Trs: Julie Sheard <tres@ 
skyhighparagliding.org.au> 0425 717944; 
Sec: Phil Lyng <sec@skyhighparagliding.
org.au> 0421 135894; M’ship: Ron Campbell 
<mem@skyhighparagliding.org.au> 0438 
749685; Nov Rep: Steve McCulloch <nov@
skyhighparagliding.org.au> 0409 743190; 
Web: Frank Adler <wm@skyhighparagliding.
org.au> 0408 264615; Safety: Alister 
Johnson <so@skyhighparagliding.org.au> 
0418 323692; Committee: Dario Marini. 
Meetings: 1st Wed/month 7:30pm Retreat 
Hotel, 226 Nicholson St, Abbotsford. No 
meeting in Nov or Jan.

Southern Microlight Club 
[www.southernmicrolightclub.com.au]. Pres:  
Ken Jelleff <president@southernmicrolight 
club.com.au>; V-Pres: Gary Wheeler <jilgar 
@netspace.net.au>; Sec: Kel Glare <secretary 
@southernmicrolightclub.com.au>; Trs: Dean  
Marriott <treasurer@southernmicrolightclub. 
com.au>; Editor: Kel Glare <secretary@
southernmicrolightclub.com.au>; Web: Steve 
Bell <webmaster@southernmicrolightclub.
com.au>.

Southern Microlight Club of Victoria
Pres: Ken Jelleff <kenJ@jelfor.com.au>; 
V-Pres: Gary Wheeler <jilgar@netspace.net.
au>; Sec/Ed: Chris Bullen; Trs: Dean Marriott 
<dean@ultimate.net.au>; Web: Steve Bell 
<sbell@ampfp.com.au>.

Victorian Air Hogs
[http://groupspaces.com/AirHogs], Forum: 
[http://skypirates.freeforums.org/]. Club 

for WSM, PPG & PHG pilots. Contact: Bohdan 
Philippa <bohdan392@gmail.com>.

Western Victorian Hang GIiding Club
PO Box 92, Beaufort VIC 3373, [www.wvhgc. 
org]. Pres: Phillip Campbell 0438 428569, 
<campbell.p@giant.net.au>; V-Pres: Greg 
Beglehole 0419 889153, <greg@heating 
andcooling.com.au>; Sec: Anthony Meechan 
0407 163796 <meeks65@yahoo.com.
au>; Trs: Richard Carstairs 0409 066860, 
<rcarstairs@optushome.com.au>; SSO: 
Rohan Holtkamp 0408 678734 <rohan@
dynamicflight.com.au>. Meet ings: Last Sat/
month, The Golden Age Hotel, Beaufort, 7pm.

Western Australia
Albany Hang Gliding & Paragliding Club
SSO: Simon Shuttleworth 0427 950556;  
Sec: John Middleweek 08 98412096, fax:  
08 98412096.

Cloudbase Paragliding Club Inc.
Secretary, 12 Hillside Crs, Maylands WA 6051. 
Pres: Colin Brown 0407 700378 <cobrown@
bigpond.com>; V-Pres: Eric Metrot 0407 003 
059 <tromes@bigpond.com>; Trs: Colin Brown  
0407 700378 <cobrown@bigpond.com>; 
Committee: Shelly Heinrich 0428 935462 
<shellheinrich@hotmail.com>, Rod Merigan 
0439 967971 <rmerigan@q-net.net.au>, 
Clive Salvidge 0402 240038 <clive@iinet.net.
au>, Julien Menager 0423 829346 <Julien.
me@gmail.com>; SOs: John Carman, Nigel 
Sparg, Colin Brown, Mark Wild. Meetings: Last 
Tues/month, 7:30pm, Osborne Park Bowling 
Club, Park St, Tuart Hill.

Goldfields Dust Devils Inc.
[www.dustdevils.itaustralia.org]. Kalgoorlie: 
Pres: Toby Houldsworth <drogue@bigpond.
com>, 0428 739956; Trs/SSO: Murray Wood 
<muzel71@bigpond.net.au>, 08 90215771; 
Sec/SO: Richard Breyley <richard.breyley@
matsa.com.au>, 0417 986896. Perth: SSO: 
Mark Stokoe <Mark.Stokoe@health.wa.gov.
au>, 0414 932461.

Hill Flyers Club Inc.
<hillf lyers@tpg.com.au>. Pres/SSO: Rick 
Williams 0427 057961; Sec/SSO: Gary 
Bennet 0412 611680; SSO: Gavin Nicholls 
0417 690386, Mike Ipkendanz 08 92551397, 
Dave Longman 08 93859469. Meetings held 
on site during club fly-ins at York, Toodyay.

WA Sky Pirates (PPG)
Pres: Stephen Galvin 0419 936400 
<galvy1@iinet.net.au>; Sec: Steve Mathews 
<steveppg@gmail.com>.

Western Microlight Club Inc.
Pres: Brian Watts 0407 552362; V-Pres: 
Keith Mell 08 97971269; Sec: Paul Coffey 
0428 504285; CFI: Brendan Watts: 0408 
949004.

Western Soarers 
PO Box 483, Mt Hawthorn WA 6915; [www.
westernsoarers.com]. Pres: Michael Duffy 
<wshgc@hgfa.asn.au>; V-Pres: Jason Kath  
<jkath@bigpond.net.au>; Sec: Cyril Eliopulos  
<wshgc@hgfa.asn.au>; Trs: Greg Lowry <g. 
lowry@iinet.net.au>; SSOs: Shaun Wallace, 
Gavin Nicholls, Matty Coull, Rick Williams, 
Michael Duffy. Meetings: See [http://au. 
groups.yahoo.com/group/western_soarers/].

All correspondence, 
including changes of 
address, mem bership 
renewals, short term 
memberships, rating forms 
and other administrative 
matters should be sent to:

HGFA National Office
4a-60 Keilor Park Drive, Keilor Park VIC 
3042, & 03 93367155, fax: 03 93367177, 
<office@hgfa.asn.au>, [www.hgfa.asn.au].

HGFA Operations Manager

John Twomey &  0417 644633
<manager.operations@hgfa.asn.au>.

 ➲  For information about site ratings, sites 
and other local matters, contact the appro-
pri ate State asso ciations, region or club.

HGFA Committee  
of Management
Pres: Greg Lowry <president@hgfa.asn.au> 
<greg.lowry@hgfa.asn.au> & 0400 759105.

V-Pres: Brian Webb <vicepresident@hgfa.
asn.au> <brian.webb@hgfa.asn.au> & 0417 
530972.

Sec: Sun Nickerson <secretary@hgfa.asn.au> 
<sun.nickerson@hgfa.asn.au> & 0466 399850.

Trs: John Twomey <treasurer@hgfa.asn.au> 
<john.twomey@hgfa.asn.au> & 0419 357195.

Alex Jones <alex.jones@hgfa.asn.au>.

Brett Coupland <brett.coupland@hgfa.asn.au>.

Lee Scott <lee.scott@hgfa.asn.au>.

Matthew Fox <matthew.fox@hgfa.asn.au>.

Peter Allen <peter.allen@hgfa.asn.au>.

Committee: <committee@hgfa.asn.au>

Regions & Special 
Interest Groups
ACT Hang Gliding  
& Paragliding Association
LPO Box 8339, ANU, Acton ACT 
0200; [www.acthpa.org]. Pres: 
Andrew Luton <andrewluton@

hotmail.com> 0404 254922; V-Pres: Nic 
Welbourn <nic@corinbank.com> 0422 783 
763; Trs: Alun Mills <almills@iinet.net.au>; 
Sec: Stuart McElroy <stu_mack@yahoo.com> 
0428 188625; Committee: Kari Roberson 
<kari.roberson@customs.gov.au> 0402 460 
659, John Waghorn <jonowaghorn@hotmail.
com> 0417 728495; Meetings: 1st Tue/month 
7.30pm Canberra Labor Club, Weston Creek.

Hang Gliding Association of WA Inc.
PO Box 146, Midland, WA 6936 <hgawa@
hgfa.asn.au>. Pres: Peter South 0417 930 
142 <ronwaysouth@yahoo.com.au>; V-Pres:  
Grant Bond 0432 963595 <grantbond006@
yahoo.com.au>; Sec: Peter Kovesi 0432 629 
315 <pk@peterkovesi.com>; Trs: Greg Lowry  
0400 759105 <g.lowry@iinet.net.au>; Club 
Reps: Simon Shuttleworth (Albany), Mark Wild 
(Sky Pirates), Mike Duffy (Western Soarers), 
Rick Williams (Hill Flyers), Mark Stokoe (Dust 
Devils); Non-Club Rep: Chris Bennet.

NSW Hang Gliding & Paragliding Association
PO Box 1238, Baulkham Hills NSW 1755, 
<executive@nswhpa.org>. Pres: Bruce 
Wynne <president@nswhpa.org>; V-Pres/
Public Officer: Nir Eshed <Vice-President@
nswhpa.org>; Sec: Paul Cox <Secretary@
nswhpa.org>; Trs: Graeme Cran <treasurer@
nswhpa.org>; Committee: Brett Coupland, 
Tony Dennis, Ray Firth, Chris Clements, Ralf 
Gittfried, Michael Roelens.

North Queensland State Association
PO Box 608, Kuranda QLD 4881. Pres: Bob  
Hayes 0438 710882 <flying@cairnshang 
glidingclub. org>; V-Pres: Daniel Keech 0427 
888893 <dkeech1@hotmail.com>; Sec/Trs:  
Tracey Hayes, PO Box 608, Kuranda QLD 4881,  
0418 963796 <info@azurephotography.
com>; PG rep: Brett Collier 0431 151150.

Queensland Hang Gliding Association
PO Box 61, Canungra QLD 4275. Pres: Kenneth  
Hill 0418 188655 <ken@hanggliding 
queensland.com>.

South Australian HG/PG/ML Association
SAHGA Inc, c/O PO Box 6260, Hallifax St, 
Adelaide SA. All email: <sahga.exec@gmail.

com>. Pres: Stuart McClure 0428 100796; 
Sec/Trs: Rob Woodward 0408 808436.

Tasmanian Hang Gliding  
& Paragliding Association
[www.thpa.org.au]. Pres: Keith Wales 0407  
516845, <giligan42@hotmail.co.uk>; V-Pres:  
Anton Rosenzweig 0400 268667, <anton.
rosenzweig@gmail.com>; Sec/Trs: Rob Steane  
0418 146137, <robsteane@netspace. 
net.au>. Northern TAS info: Dave Luttrell 
(Burnie PG pilot) 0447 911561, <northern@
thpa.net>. 

Victorian Hang Gliding  
& Paragliding Association
PO Box 157, Northcote VIC 3070, [www.vhpa. 
org.au]. Pres: Rob van der Klooster 0408 
335559 <president@vhpa.org.au>; Sec: 
Stephen Norman 0407 250571 <secretary@
vhpa.org.au>; Trs: Stephen Leake 0409 
553401 <treasurer@vhpa.org.au; SO: Kevin 
Grosser 0419 022225 <safetyofficer@
vhpa.org.au; Site Dev. Officer: Mark Pike 
0408 801356 <mark.pike@baesystems.
com>; Committee: Brian Webb 0417 530972 
<brianmwebb@alpineinfotech.com.au>; Jan 
Bennewitz (Webmaster) 0423 139923 <jan.
bennewitz@gmail.com>; Anthony Meechan 
0407 163796 <meeks65@yahoo.com.au>; 
Nigel Streeter <nstreeter@bigpond.com>.

The Pico Club (National Paramotor Club)
 [www.thepico.com.au]. Pres: Rick Clarke 0409  
955089 <rclarke@gotalk.net.au>; V-Pres: 
Jack Farrell; Sec: Jos Weemaes 0488 
693788 <jweemaes@bordernet.com.au>; 
Trs: Andrew McCarthy; PO: Jeff Hoffmann; 
SO: Mike Forwood; Web: Andrew Shipley 
<andrewshipley@netspace.net.au>.

New South Wales
Blue Mountains Hang Gliding  
Club Inc.
[bmhgc.blogspot.com] Pres: Kacper  
Jankowski <KJankowski@ccia. 
unsw.edu.au>; V-Pres: Gregor Forbes  
0421 376680 <forbesy@virgin 
broadband.com.au>; Sec: Alexander 

Drew 0423 696677 <revant01@yahoo.com.
au>; Trs: Allan Bush (HG SSO) <bethandallan@
bigpond.com>, 0407 814524; Comps: Mark 
Stewart (PG SO) <artik_mark@yahoo.com.
au>, 0421 596345, Comp: 2nd & last Sunday 
of each month. Meetings: Contact committee.

Central Coast Sky Surfers 
PO Box 3106, Bateau Bay NSW 2261, 
[www.centralcoastskysurfers.com]. Pres: 
Rod Burke 0401 923923 <president@
centralcoastskysurfers.com>; V-Pres: Frank 
Warwick 0409 468337; Sec: Geoff Bednal 
<secretary@centralcoastskysurfers.com>; 
Trs: Richard Waterfield 0414 652323 
<treasurer@centralcoastskysurfers.com>, 
SSOs: Javier Alvarez 0418 116681 <media@
centralcoastskysurfers.com>, John Harriott 
0412 442705 <national-parks-liaison@
centralcoastskysurfers.com>. Meetings: 1st 
Thu/month, 7:30pm, Erina Leagues Club, Ilya 
Ave, Erina.

Dusty Demons Hang Gliding Club
6 Miago Court, Ngunnawal, ACT 2913. Pres: 
Trent Brown 0427 557486, <Trent.Brown@
anu.edu.au>; Sec: Peter Dall 0428 813746, 
<peter.dall@casa.com.au>; Trs: Michael Porter  
0415 920444; SSO: Peter Dall 0428 813746.

East Oz Microlight Club Inc.
PO Box 27, Morpeth NSW 2321. Pres: Raymond 
Sparkes 0433 917011; V-Pres: Andrew Swan 
0421 204695; Sec: Jeanette Sparkes 0404 
487802; Trs: Wayne Perry 0427 383803.

Hunter Skysailors Paragliding Club
Pres: Neil Bright 0412 689067 <tojofly@
primus.com.au>; V-Pres: Bob Lane 0422  
744285 <bob.lane55@hotmail.com>; Sec: 
Albert Hart 0421 647013 <albert.hart@
bigpond.com>; Trs: Joshua Ludwick; SSO: James 
Thompson 0418 686199 <jamesfly@gmail.
com>. Meetings: Last Tue/month, 7pm, Hex- 
ham Bowling Club.

Illawarra Hang Gliding Club Inc.
27a Paterson Rd, Coalcliff NSW 2508. Pres: 
Frank Chetcuti 0418 252221 <chetcuti1 
@bigpond.com>; Sec: John Parsons; SSO:  
Tim Causer 0418 433665 <timcau@ozemail.
com.au>.

Kosciusko Alpine Paragliding Club
[www.homestead.com/kapc]; Pres: Michael 
Porter 0415 920444 <Michael.Porter@ap. 
jll.com>; V-Pres/SSO: James Ryrie 0417 491 
150 <James@Micalago.com>; Sec: Mark Elston  
0428 480820 <elston.mark@gmail.com>.

Lake Macquarie Flyers Club Inc.
Pres: Russell Harvey 0412 928598 <russell 
harvey@optusnet.com.au>; V-Pres: Ebber- 
hard Muller 0418 963526 <eddymuller11@
yahoo.com>; Sec: Darryl Gledden 0408 
281454 <dgledden@bigpond.net.au>; Trs: 
Murray Payne 0417 179742 <vpayne3@
bigpond.com>.

Manilla SkySailors Club Inc.
PO Box 1, Manilla NSW 2346, [www.mss. 
org.au]. Pres/SSO (PG): Godfrey Wenness 
02 67856545 <godfrey@flymanilla.com>, 
V-Pres/Sec/Trs: Bob Smith 0428 317735 
<bobskisan@gmail.com>, SSOs: Mark Russell 
0434 895185 (HG), Willi Ewig 02 67697771 
<skyranch@gmx.net> (WM), SO: Gaynor 
Shoeman (PG).

Mid North Coast Hang Gliding  
& Paragliding Club
Pres: Nigel Lelean 0419 442597; SSO: Lee 
Scott 0429 844961.

Newcastle Hang Gliding Club
93 Wommara Ave, Belmont Nth NSW 2280; 
[www.nhgc.asn.au]. Pres: Dawson Brown 0429 
675475 <president@nhgc.asn.au>; V-Pres: 
Gary Herman 0401 772289 <vicepresident@
nhgc.asn.au>; Sec: James Pallas <secretary@
nhgc.asn.au>; Trs: Allan McMillan 0400 637070 
<treasurer@nhgc.asn.au>; SOs: Coastal – Tony 
Barton 0412 607815, Inland – Scott Barrett 
0425 847208, John O’Donohue 02 49549084, 
PG – James Thompson 02 49468680; News-
letter: David Stafford 02 49215832 <editor@
nhgc.asn.au>. Meetings: Last Wed/month 
7:30pm South Newcastle RLC, Llewellyn St, 
Merewether.

Northern Rivers Hang Gliding  
& Paragliding Club
PO Box 126, Byron Bay NSW 2481; [www.
nrghpgc.net]. Pres: Andrew Polidano 0442 
8666843 <andrew@poliglide.com>; V-Pres: 
Brian Rushton 0427 615950 <byronair@
optusnet.com.au>; Sec: John Tyler 0431 
441446 <jhontyler@hotmail.com>; Trs: 
James McEwan 0437 368999 < nrhgpgc@
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All clubs please check details in this section carefully
Could all clubs please ensure they maintain the correct and current details 
of their Executive Committees and contacts here in the magazine. Specific 
attention is directed to the listing of SSOs and SOs for the clubs. 

All clubs and nominated Senior SOs and SOs
Please confirm all SSO and SO appointments with the HGFA Office 
<office@hgfa.asn.au> to ensure that those holding these appointments 
have it listed on the Membership Database and can receive notices and 
correspondence as required. Appointment of these officers is required to 
be endorsed by clubs in writing on the appropriate forms. Sometime in the 
future if confirmation is not received, those listed in the database where 
no current forms or confirmation is held, the appointment will be taken 
as having expired.
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Queensland

Rainbow Paragliding•APCO Australia
Offering the full range of APCO equipment

APCO Aviation three years/250 hours warranty  
for porosity. Gliders that are made to last unique  

in the industry. Customer service and 100% satisfaction 
guarantee. Test centre for APCO gliders 

[www.apcoaviation.com]
APCO Vista Sport: voted 

EN B glider of the year for 2012

 ➲  Established since 1996, Rainbow Paragliding is based on 
the Sunshine Coast and Hinterland. The school has access 
to 25 sites and holds a permit to operate in the Cooloola 
National Park including Teewah and world famous Rain-
bow Beach. In the Sunshine State, we fly all year round, 
60km cross-country flights have been achieved in winter!

 ➲  FULL LICENCE COURSE – Strictly only four stu dents per 
instructor, for quality personalised tui tion at your own 
pace, between eight to 10 days.

 ➲  REFRESHER COURSE – Groundhandling, top landing or 
asymmetric recovery techniques: Come learn with the 
experts.

 ➲  INTERMEDIATE, ADVANCED, TANDEM OR PARAMOTOR 
ENDORSEMENT – We have the sites, the weather and the 
knowledge. 

 ➲  SALES AND SERVICES – New and second-hand, trade-in, 
maintenance and repairs.

 ➲  YOUR INSTRUCTORS: Jean-Luc Lejaille, CFI and senior 
safety officer, paramotor pioneer (first licence issue 
in Australia), over 5000 student days’ experience, 
instructing since 1995.

Jean-Luc Lejaille CFI 45192 
Rainbow Paragliding – APCO Australia

PO BOX 227, Rainbow Beach 4581

Ph: 07 5486 3048 – 0418 754 157 
Email: <info@paraglidingrainbow.com> 

[www.paraglidingrainbow.com]

Western Australia

Professional Paragliding
 ➲ Tandem Introductory Flights
 ➲ Paragliding Courses and Certifications
 ➲ Pilot Development Clinics
 ➲ Free Introduction course
 ➲ Tandem Endorsements
 ➲ Sales and Service

Dealer for Swing Icom Bräuniger Icaro
Adventure Plus Paragliding Pty Ltd

Stanwell Park, Sydney Ph: 0412271404
<fly@adventureplusparagliding.com.au> 
[www.adventureplusparagliding.com.au]

Australia Wide Services

Certified Paraglider 
Repairer 

Testing & Repairs
 ➲  Comprehensive testing 

and repairs to  
all paragliders

 ➲  Fully equipped service  
and repair agents for:  
Advance, Aerodyne, Airwave, Bio-Air, Gin, Gradient, 
Mac Para, Niviuk, Nova, Ozone, Paratech, Sky, 
Skywalk, Swing, UP

 ➲  Full written report 
 ➲  Harness repair and modifications
 ➲  Certified Australasian Gradient Repair Centre
 ➲  Parachute repacking
 ➲  Orders taken from anywhere in Australia, New 

Zealand and Asia
 ➲  Prompt turnaround

Paragliding Repair Centre
93 Princess Ave, Torndirrup, Albany WA 6330

Mob: 0417 776550 
Email: <fly@waparagliding.com> 

Web: [www.waparagliding.com]

Victoria

PARAGLIDING CENTRE
We are based in Bright, NE Victoria, widely renowned as 
Australia’s best flying region. Bright has been host to 
numerous Australian & international competitions.
Feel confident that you are learning with the best, our CFI 
Fred Gungl (six times Australian Paragliding Champion) 
has been involved in paragliding since 1990 & instructing 
for over 10 years.

Courses
 ➲ Introductory & HGFA licence course
 ➲ Thermal & XC clinics for all levels
 ➲ SIV courses
 ➲ Tow courses
 ➲ XC tandem flights
 ➲ Equipment Sales

We are now conducting SIV courses.  
See website for details.

Dealer for all major glider manufacturers, Charly reserves, 
Insider helmets & various accessories.

Active Flight 
Fred Gungl, ph: 0428 854455 

[www.activeflight.com.au]
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New South WalesNew South Wales

Specialising in:
Paragliding and Paramotoring
 `  Try our two-day FREE introductory 
courses, tell your friends!

 `  Paraglider pilot to Paramotor  
pilot conversions 

 `  Our office and pilot accommodation at 
North Haven Beach from $25 per night

 ` Mountain bikes and surfboards supplied

Learn in a holiday atmosphere!

Only three hours north of Sydney!

(0429) 844 961

Australia’s biggest distributor  

of Paragliding and Paramotoring products, 

all online at the best prices. See our 

website for more details

HIGH ADVENTURE 

Paragliding

Airborne Windsports – T-Lite 11 
Paragliding Headquarters – Compass 5 
Paragliding Headquarters – Gradient 23  
HGFA Document Map System  43 
High Adventure IBC 
Icom IFC 
Kangook 39 
KeepitSoaring 9 

Manilla Paragliding – Flying Accessories 31 
Manilla Paragliding – Sigma 8 17 
Moyes BC 
Natalie’s Travel 29 
Paragliding Repair Centre 21 
SE QLD PG Centre – Paraglide New Zealand 37 
XCmag – Classic Routes 7

Advertising Index   June | July 2012
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Hang Gliders & Equipment

Queensland
Moyes Malibu 188, grey & white, save $1,500 off the new 
price. $4,000. Contact: Jerry for details, photos, etc, & 0408 
756949 or <jerryf1956@yahoo.com>.

Tasmania
Malibu 188, 10 hrs, immaculate. Fluoro orange/grey trim, 
spare DTs. Includes Dynamic Flight Manta harness, 7 yrs old, in 
good condition. $3,800 ono. Contact: Steve Hindley & o400 
964214 or <suehindley@yahoo.com.au>. 

Victoria

Airborne REV 13.5, black/
silver/orange US, carbon 
LEs & sprigs, carbon LE 

inserts, lightweight batten set, Microdrag A-frame, 130 hrs, 
never crashed, $7,000 ono (dogs are extra). The sign writing 
is very easy to remove & doesn’t mark or damage the sail. 
Contact: Phil Schroder & 0407 042634 or <phil.email@
bigpond.com>.

Paragliders & Equipment

Queensland
Nova Factor 2, Size M, blue. Low hrs, 35 flights, one of 
225km. Minor tear along a seam was repaired professionally 
& is not noticeable. Glider flies straight, in perfect trim, 
crisp, very clean & looks like new. Always folded carefully in 
incl. concertina bag. At 1/2 new price: $2,200 plus shipping. 
Contact: Jerry & 0408 756949 or <jerryf1956@yahoo.com>.

Ozone Mantra 4 ml 85/105kg, En-D, red/white/blue, in great 
condition, about 70 hrs use & still the best performing 
traditional En-D wing around. $2,000. Contact: Dave & 0429 
775554 or <davegibbsuphi@yahoo.com.au>.

New South Wales
Adventure F3 Paramotor, less than 45 hrs running time. Electric 
& pull start. Medium harness, brand new Adventure prop 
& exhaust. The whole system flies well & is in very good 

condition. Includes cage bag, tool kit, spare parts & propeller 
cover. $3000 ono. Contact: Dan Carlisle & 0423 300242 or 
<dan@izulustudios.com.au>.

Kantega XC DHV1-2, Xsmall & APCO Spark Top Line harness, 
together or separate, both with only 4 hrs flying on them, 
nearly new. $4000 ono. Contact: & 0413756315.

Paraglider & equipment, 
The price range we would 
be looking at is $1,500 

or nearest offer. Any 
queries can be directed 
to James & 0421 
693464 or Angela & 
0468 920873.

Victoria
Edel Live PG 95-120kg, 10 hrs all inland. Comes with 
reserve (largest you can get) & stuff sack, $3300. Contact:  
Craig Jackson & 0409 512010 or <craigjackson2010@
hotmail.com>.

Microlights & Equipment

New South Wales
Airborne XT912 Streak 3 2008 Tundra (red) with GRS chute, 
training bars, prop net, Chatterbox intercom, Vertex 220 
radio, headsets, tall windscreen & mud flap. Always in hangar. 
TT 615 hrs, $35,000 ono. Contact: & 0415 530939, or 
<lgdiscala@bigpond.com>, Albion Park, NSW.

Brand new XT 582 Outback with everything to fly, zero hrs on 
base still at Airborne, Newcastle. The wing is a Streak 2b with 
10 hrs on it. Would sell the lot for $33,000. Selling due to cut 
hrs at work. Contact: Zachary Martin & 0407 012306.

Queensland
Airborne Edge X Outback 582 Streak (new skin) & Wizard 
wings. Rebuilt motor (10 hrs) by Rotax dealer, $15,000. 
Contact: David & 0408 064682.

South Australia
Nanolight trike – Fly Products Trike Delta with modified 
Airborne Shark 156. Includes Conar HG22 parachute & custom 
canvas bags for transport. $5000 complete package. Located 
Strathalbyn, SA. Contact: Damian & 0404 032541.

Victoria

Airborne Outback 582 Tundra. Excellent cond. Original Wizard 
3 wing, 160 hrs, set-up twice only. Microair radio & Lynx 
interface, two helmets & headsets. Base 430 hrs. Brand new 
Rotax 582, 6-month Rotax warranty, Bolly prop: $26,000 with 
new motor or $19,500 with original motor. Contact: Geoff 
White & 03 51223489 or 0437 073400.

Airborne T-lite 22hp Bailey engine, Core wing. Helmet, headset 
& Icom radio, disc brake. Two months old, 9 hrs flight time, 
Airborne demo model: $18,000 – over $3,000 off new price. 
Contact: Geoff White & 03 51223489 or 0437 073400.

General Equipment

Kangook.com
The latest range of Kangook paramotors, Dudek Reflex 
paragliders, trikes, flight decks, spares & your reserve 
parachute equipment all on our website for your inspection 
with prices. Contact: Ben & 0418 753220.

Poliglide

Concertina Bag
PARA SUPPLY / Cocoon3 concertina bag,  
PARA SUPPLY / Cocoon3 concertina bag, 
PARA SUPPLY / Cocoon3 concertina bag,  
PARA SUPPLY / Cocoon3 concertina bag, 

www.parasupply.com

Press To Talk System
PARA SUPPLY / PTT sys, PARA SUPPLY / PTT sys,  
PARA SUPPLY / PTT sys, PARA SUPPLY / PTT sys,  
PARA SUPPLY / PTT sys, PARA SUPPLY / PTT sys, 

www.parasupply.com

Classifieds are free of charge to HGFA members up to a maximum of 40 words. One classified per person per 
issue will be accepted. Classifieds are to be delivered to the HGFA office for membership verification/payment by 
email <office@hgfa.asn.au>, fax: 03 93362177 or post: 4a/60 Keilor Park Drive, Keilor Park VIC 3042. The dead- 
line is the 1st of the month, one month prior to pub li cation date. Submitted classifieds will run for one issue. For con- 
secutive publication, re-sub mission of the classified must be made, no advance bookings. When submitting a classi- 
fied, remember to include your contact details (for prospective buyers), your HGFA membership number (for verifi-
ca tion) and the State under which you would like the classified placed. (Note that the above does not apply to com-
mer cial operators. Instructors may place multiple classified entries, but will be charged at usual advertising rates.)

Advertising Guidelines
All aircraft should be suitable for the intend ed use; this includes the skill level required for the specific aircraft being 
reflective of the pilot’s actual rating and experience. All members must adhere to the mainte nance requirements as 
contained in Section 9 of the Operations Manual and as provided by manufacturers. Secondhand equipment should 
always be inspected by an indepen dent person, an Instructor wherever possi ble. Advice should be sought as to the 
con di tion, airworthiness and suitability of the aircraft. It should include examination of mainte nance logs for the 
aircraft. It is unethical and a legally volatile situation for individuals to provide aircraft which are unsuitable for the 
skill level of the pilot, or aircraft that are unairworthy in any way.C
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48 SKYSAILOR

Looking for a new wing?
UP Summit XC2 
We do trade-ins. Come  
fly the most popular 

DHV2 on the market, also the safest to fly!

Kantega XC2 Top end DHV1-2 , will outperform 
and outfly with near 10:1 glide.

New Apco Zefira The 
latest in Hot DHV2 wings 
out, outclimbs, out- 
glides any ENC glider on 
the market today. This 
glider won the last day  

of the Australian Paragliding champs, beating all top 
END wings on the day!

Apco VistaSP2 Voted best ENB wing of the year. 
Outperform your friends – new design, high quality 
finish out of all current ENBs

Many more wings on offer call or email us!

See our online shop, best deal on Radios, Reserve, Harnesses and more.

August 2012
Full details on our website, tell your friends to come and learn in  
Bali with us! Over 100 pilots have learnt to fly in Bali with us over 
the years, guaranteed flying, best accelerated tandem instruction  
on a 15km ridge, where the wind blows up the hill all day and night.

Deals for pilots in 5 star and 3 star accommodation available NOW!

Fly USA Tour 14 to 28 June 2012
Fly some of the most consistent flying sites in the USA.  
Tour starts from $1050 plus airfares and accommodation

For full details contact Lee at fly@highadventure.com.au
Suited to intermediate pilots and up only. Only 4 places left!

Bali Paragliding Course & Tour

Paramotor 
Packages

We currently have packages including all you need from 
$6990, this includes motor, wing and PPG helmet, we fly 
these units ourselves and offer 2 year warranty 
honoured here at High Adventure. 

See our website for a complete range on offer.

www.highadventure.com.au – Phone 0429 844 961
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INTRODUCING THE ALL-NEW

THE WING YOU’VE BEEN 
WAITING FOR HAS 
ARRIVED!
Pilots weighing in between 50 and 75kg, will be 
excited to hear about the launch of our new 
Litespeed RX3 and RX3.5. 
Light, fast and perfectly balanced, the RX is the latest 
evolution of the Litespeed line, complementing our 
existing range of high performance gliders.
The RX3 is our first advanced competition glider to 
allow light pilots to finally compete effectively with 
their heavier counterparts.  
The RX3.5 is our new compact racing wing, designed 
to outmanoeuvre and outperform others - and win 
championships.
Both RX models feature a four inch wider span than 
their predecessors, the LSS3, LSS3.5 and LSS4, 
without increasing the overall wing size.
The new models have undergone a gentle, yet 
considerable sail redesign:
Re-shaping of the trailing edge line creates a more 
balanced feel in thermals, requiring less high-siding, 
thus effortless thermaling.
A 9% flatter sail cut in the wing’s root area provides an 
improved high speed glide, as well as a higher top speed.
Revised cloth rib sections across the wing span 
results in better under-surface control, hence 
improved pitch stability.

Move your flying to a new dimension...
Visit www.moyes.com.au for more details 
regarding test flying, product options, delivery 
- and locating your local dealer.
Litespeed RX : RR $9897 incl GST

PHOTO : Gerolf cruising over Fairhaven in his RX3.5 

PHOTO : Zhenya circling her RX3 over Forbes

“The RX3 picks up speed faster than any other glider I've flown before...
...faster and more dynamic, more like a racing machine.  And that I like a lot. ”
Zhenya Laritskaya 

“With the RX3, light pilots will now be able to keep up so watch out big boys - your 
advantages are gone.” 

“After flying the new Litespeed RX for the last 3 comps I  continue to be impressed.  The climb is 
effortless and I keep finding myself at the top of the gaggle looking down at my competitors. 
After every flight I still feel refreshed and cant wait to fly the next day of competition on this glider.”
Jonny Durand  :  10 Times Australian Champion 

“I feel the air - it is like my fingers turn into feathers, and I can fine tune the wing into 
the strongest climb, quickly moving it around corners. ” 
Corinna Schwiegershausen  :  4 Times Women’s World Champion 

 What you have to experience is the amazing feeling you get from the 
RX - a feeling of completeness, like the pitch is perfect, the roll is light, 

the sail is clean, the speed is fast.     
         The overall feeling is the glider is beautifully well rounded.

    
Steve Moyes :  World Champion     

SOME QUICK WINS FOR THE RX...    
Our new models have only been out there for a 
few weeks, so we have to admit, we’re pretty 
pleased with their performance so far.
Congratulations, guys!

1st    Jonny Durand : Carmo Do Rio Claro, Brazil
1st    Jonny Durand : 2012 Rob Kells Memorial, 
..........Florida
2nd  Michael Friesenbichler : Monte Grappa,                                        
-----..Bassano, Italy
3rd  Kraig Coomber : Flytec Race & Rally, USA
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